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HOME READING. 


A SUMMER AFTERNOON. 
BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER. 


H°* softly over hill and dale 
The golden atmosphere 
Is folded in a glory pale, 

But strangely pure and clear. 


lt bathes the. mountains’ distant line, 
It tints the nearer stream, 

And in its light the willows shine 
As in a radiant dream. 


How bright on every wayside path 
The autumn flowers bloom ; 
Nor golden rod nor sumac hath 
A single thought of gloom. 


And by the road’s neglected rim 
The thistle’s silver fleece 

Floats lightly forth, a vision dim, 
Yet winged with gentle peace. 


The saintly lilies shed perfume: 
Like vestal sisters they, 

W hose torches, purely fed, illume 
Each waning summer day. 


No sound disturbs the perfect calm, 
No voice of bee or bird, 

Till softly, like a twilight psalm, 
The cricket's drone is heard, 


And fades away the wondrous light, 
The stars come one by one, 
And, leaning in the arms of night. 
The day its course hath run. 
yew York City. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL SINGING. 
BY THE REY. WASHINGTON GLADDEN, 


HE service of song has lately been, and will hence- 

forth be, a leading characteristic of the Sunday- 
school. The cheerful melodies which are always 
heard in the school greatly aid in making the Lord’s 
lay a delight to the children; and the statutes of the 
Lord have become the songs of our little ones in a 
fuller measure than the Psalmist ever dreamed that 
they would be. The work of providing music and 
words for the Sunday-school children to sing has 
given occupation to a great many men and women 


during the past dozen years, and some of them have 


found this method of doing good extremely profit- 
able, having gained large fortunes by it in the life 
that now is. The multiplication of singing books is 
not, indeed, an unmitigated blessing. If the quan- 
tity were less the quality might be higher, Notwith- 
standing their bragging titles, there is in all these 
books an intolerable_deal of stnff that is both stupid 


| and silly. The tunes are, on the whole, better than 





the hymns. Pious doggerel is often sugar-coated 
with a taking melody, and so gets itself swallowed, 
not without qualms, by many sensible people. Much 
of the verse of the children’s singing-books is made 
to order, and though this may be the best way to buy 
your pantaloons, it is not always the best way to get 
your poetry. If our Sunday-school musicians would 
turn their attention to the ready-made poetry that 
they can find in any of our hymn-books, they would 
doubtless discover many excellent hymns that are 
quite within the comprehension of young children, 
and that are susceptible of a musical treatment as 
spirited and brilliant as they cou'd desire. It is not 
absolutely necessary that the words of all the Sunday- 
school songs should be original, and a good selection 
might be made from our standard hymns to be set to 
music for the uses of the children. 


For new tunes there is more excuse, The children 


| prefer lively tunes as a general thing, and it is wise 
| to gratify their preference in this matter. 


Still there 
are many of the melodies in common use in our books 


_ of psalmody which the children would sing heartily 


if we would give them a chance. As they are usually 


| sung, they are not, indeed, attractive to children ; 


neither are they to angels and.men, for that matter. 
But if, instead of being drawled out ia a lifeless way, 
they were sung with spirit and with understanding 
of the meaning which the composers meant to put 
into them wlien they wrote them, it woald not be dif- 
ficult to get the children to join in them. Take such 
common tunes as Ortonville and Coronation for good 
examples. Not many Sunday-school choristers use 
the metronome for marking time, but a common 


| watch with a second hand will aid them in deter- 
' mining the movement of these tunes. In our prayer- 


| sing Coronation. 


meetings it commonly takes at least forty seconds to 
sing Ortonville once through, and a full minute to 
The rate is often slower. Try a 
tempo about twice as quick. Sing Ortonville in 


| twenty seconds and Coronation in thir:y, and see if 


| many of us in the Sunday-school. 





they do not make very good Sunday-school tunes. 
When you have sung them once or twice in this way 
in Sunday--chool, you may discover that it would be 
quite as edifying to sing them ia the same time in 
the prayer meeting and in the great congregation. 
But many of the tunes in our church books are 
adapted to the uses of the Sunday-school without any 
such radical change in the method of singing them. 
Ariel and Lischer and Harwell were first sung by 
I think that they 
were composed with this end in view. At any rate, 
I know that we who were youngsters twenty-five 
years ago used to sing them with as much delight as 
the boys and girls now take in their liveliest songs. 
Would it not be quite worth while to see if these 
children of ours cannot sing the old tunes as well as 


| their fathers and mothers sung them ? 


To this end it is well to use the Church hymn- book, 
along with the Sunday-school singing book, in the 
Sunday-school, selecting from the former at least one 
hymn for each service. The new Church hymn bvoks, 
with which many of our congregations have lately 
supplied themselves, are destined, I trust, to remain 
in use without change for many years. Any congre- 
gation that is fortunate enough to possess the new 
hymnal of Drs. Hitchcock and Schaff, or Dr. Robin- 
son’s “Songs of the Sanctuary,” or Dr. Hatfield’s 
book, or the Presbyterian, or the Baptist, or the Epis- 
copal Hymnal, ought not to think of changing it 
within a hundred years. Any one of these books is 
good enough to keep and use until the people become 
thor. ughly familiar with it. And if these hymn- 
books are to be retained and used from generation to 
generation they ought to be used by old and young 
together. 


PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 11, 1875. 
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If, however, the Church book is to be introduced 
into the Sunday-school some discretion must be exer- 
cised in the selection of hymns which the children 
can understand, and of tunes which they can really 
sing; and these must be led off with the same anima- 
tion and. zest which we put into the sparkling 
melodies of the children’s books. I do not mean to 
assert that children will sing none but bri«k aud 
lively airs, They will take great pleasure in the 
softer and more plaintive tunes also, if they are 
taught to sing these with tender and careful ex- 
pression. If the leader have intelligence and enthu- 
siasm, he can train them to render with admirable 
effect music of a class which is generally considered 
quite beyond their reach. 

Springfield, Mass. 


HOW TO REACH THE MASSES, 
BY B. L. AGNEW, D.D. 


HE great problem of the day is, How can we 
reach the masses with the gospel of Christ ? 

Here and there a very brilliant man, or a very 
earnest man, or a very eccentric man may be success- 
ful in reaching the masses to some degree by his 
peculiar popularity ; but all ministers are not spark- 
ling, and, however earnest others may be, they may 
not have strong attractive power, and, however eccen- 
tric some may be, most ministers are only centric men. 
Ordinarily they are men of good education and a 
good degree of personal piety, but they do not reach 
the masses. Do not misunderstand here, however, 
that Coristianity isa fsilure by any means. It is a 
grand success. In 1°00, in the population of the 
United States over ten years of age, only one person 
in ten was a communicant in a Christian church. 
In 1830 one in seven was a communicant, and now 
we have one in every fuur a communicant, and one- 
sixth of the entire population of the United States 
to-day are communicants in Protestant churches, 
and 6 000,000 of children are in our Sabbath-schouls 
under religious instruction. Here, then, is glorious 
and substantial progress. But with all this the fact 
stares us in the face that the masses are not reached 
by the gospel of Christ. 


We are not to expect, either, that they will ever 


| be reached by any new order of sparkling, eccentric 





geniuses with their coruscations, or fulminations, or 
pyrotechnics; but the Church of Christ with her 
ministers earnestly at work, with Christian parents 
doing their whole duty to the immortal souls com- 
mitted to their trust, with a religious press fully 
awake to the wants of a dying world, and with 
Sabbath teachers and officers, set on fire with 
heavenly love, going abroad in the world to gather 
in the children to the Sabbath-school whose parents 
would nut otherwise send them, the masses may very 
largely be reached. 

I am sometimes asked how the Sabbath school in 
my own congregation has been built up, within the 
last five years, from 300 scholars to 800 scholars, and 
we can Only say, By no means but such as are within 
the power of any other church having the same cun- 
secrated workers. Our officers and teachers began 
five years ago to make the Suabbath-school a special 
subject of prayer. We then divided our parish off 
into blocks, and assigned thexe blocks to any teachers 
who were willing to canvass them fur scholars. The 
result was a large increase of scholars within two 
years. Since that time, as our accommodations are 
limited, we have not fuund it necessary to do any 
canvassing. Avy church in the city with officers and 
teachers as fully in earnest as curs can accowp!ish 
the same results. The children are in every city, but 
they must in some way be charmed into the Sabbath 
school. 
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We cannot expect to gather into the Church any 
very great proportion of the adult masses who have 
grown up around our churches and who never go to 
the house of God, because their opinions are formed, 
their fears are quieted, their hopes are falsely placed, 
their consciences are seared, and, worst of all, their 
habits are sadly formed. 


It is not so with the children. Young people are 
naturally fond of the pleasures and associations of the 
Sabbath-school. They love the singing, they love the 
social life of the school, they love the stories of the 
Bible, and they love the buzz and excitement of the 
gathered crowd. 


Besides all this, you take hold of the immortal 
mind in its plastic, formative condition when you can 
mould it after the Christian model for service in 
after years. Early impressions are generally perma- 
nent, A man of experience said, “ Give me the reli- 
gious training of a child until it is eleven years of age, 
and I defy you to make an infidel of it in after life.” 

Our Sabbath-schools are having a very direct in- 
fluence upon many households in which the adult 
members are not frequenters of the house of God. 
Parents naturally love to see their children happy, 
and when they find them pleased with the Sabbath- 
school they begin to take an interest in what interests 
and delights their children. Then, too, the books the 
children carry home often become little missionaries 
clothed with power from on high to reach the hearts 
of many careless parents and to lead them to the 
house of God; and then, again, the little ones learn 
the sweet songs of Zion, and, like bright angels of 
mercy, go home and sing with delightful melody in 
the ears of many thoughtless parents the soul-saving 
story of the cross, 


Men object to going to the house of God sometimes 
because they are unwilling, they say, to countenance 
a “paid priesthood,” but they cannot make this ob- 
jection to the Sabbath-school. Its advantages are 
reaped by the masses “without money and without 
price.” 

Let men of means, therefore, encourage our labor- 
ious and self-denying Sabbath-school officers aud 
teachers, and let every teacher make every word count 
in the short time the children are under instruction, 
so that our schools may become more and more potent 
agencies of the Church in reaching the masses with 
the blessed gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 

History speaks with tremendous significance in re- 
gard to the religious education of the masses in the 
days of their youth. When Julian the Apostate 
ascended the throne a short time after the establish- 
ment of Christianity in the Roman Empire under 
Constantine, he prohibited Christians from teaching 
in the public schools, and then opened the door to 
all the rising generation and succeeded in training up 
a nation of infidels to his own dishonor and to their 
eternal ruin. 


After the Reformation in Germany, Loyolasucceeded 
in obtaining charge of the public schools, and in one 
generation succeeded also in a most alarming degree 
in changing the entire national sentiment in regard 
to the propagation of evangelical religion. Luther, 
Trapp, Baxter, Henry, Usher, Bridges, and others, 
after the Reformation, pleaded hard for the instruction 
of the young, but, alas!—the Reformed Churches ne- 
glected this all-important duty and they lost their 
hold upon the on-coming generations, and to-day 
thousands in Europe are without the gospel and 
beyond the influence of the Church, who should be 
communicants in our evangelical churches and active 
workers in Christianizing the innumerable host of 
children in Europe, who are growing up in utter 
ignorance of the only way of salvation in Christ 
Jesus, Look even at Christian England and you 
find 199 churches which have no communicants under 
eighteen years of age, and 379 churches which have 
no communicants under fourteen years of age. Is it 
any wonder that the churches of England are losing 
their hold upon the masses? 

If, then, we are to Christianize the masses of 
America we must begin with the children, and the 
Sabbath-schools of our churches seem to be God’s 
ordained instrumentality for accomplishing this 
blessed work. It is not one hundred years since 
Robert Raikes started his Sabbath-school in Glouces- 
ter, and Adam Smith, author of “The Wealth of Na- 
tions,” says that no plan has effected a greater change 
with equal ease and simplicity since the days of the 
apostles, 
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Let us begin with the children, then, and train up 

a class of Christians more Biblically intelligent, more 

Biblically benevolent, more Biblically devoted to the 

Master’s cause than those of the present or past, that 

shall, in the good providence of God, take possession 

of the world for Jesus. 
Philadelphia, Penn. 


OUR BIBLE CLASS. 
I. ITS FIRST SUNDAY. 


BY MRS. J. LINDSLEY PINNEO, 


66 A’ the urgent request of many individuals in 

the congregation,” said the sonorous voice of 
our minister, “ Mr. Jewell has kindly consented to 
take charge of a new Bible-class. It will be formed 
immediately after this service in the east gallery of 
the church, All interested are cordially invited +o 
join.” 

I always prick up my ears at the notices, which a 
body can do very easily now with the new-fashioned 
bonnets. They break into the monotony of Sunday 
with just a pleasant hint of the bustle and go-ahead 
of the coming week, and I was born in America, 
This special announcement to which I have referred, 
however, set me off in a brown study. I couldn’t for 
the life of me tell where the next sewing society was 
to meet. I didn’t hear whether there was to be a 
Lady Washington tea-party, or concert, or reading, 
or fair, or festival for the repairs of the church, or a 
temperance lecture, or Sabbath-school celebration, or 
whether delegates were to be appointed to some con- 
vention. I did not even hear “that awful mistake in 
the choir,” when the sopranos flatted so dreadfully 
in the last line of every verse in the hymn before the 
sermon, and the basses dotted a note, and the altos 
didn’t, and they came out wrong every time. “ Didn’t 
you hear it?” they said. “No; all I could think of 
was Bible-class and Jewell, in huge letters like an 
illuminated text on a big card.” “I wonder who is 
going to belong to that class,” I thought. “I won- 
der who proposed it.” I’ll join it though, that I will. 
I believe in Jewell, but I’ll ask him some questions, 
I guess, t’ at will puzzle him. They would puzzle 
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, and I don’t know 
but Gabriel himself. 


Mr. Jewell had graduated at one of the best and 
biggest colleges in the country, and took the valedic- 
tory, but I don’t know as that was anything against 
him. “A man’s a man for a’ that.” Mr. Jewell was 
a modest man. He was an earnest man. He was an 
honest man. Everybody believed in Jewell. He had 
a great fund of Bible lore, but he never quoted com- 
mentaries. He always carried a little Greek Testa- 
ment in his inner coat-pocket. He never paraded it, 
but I sat next him and heard him read out of it with- 
out spelling a word. Mr. Jewell was a thinker, and 
I suppose for this reason was not a great ‘talker. That 
is not a very palatable idea to me, but observation 
tends in that direction. I have often seen Mr. 
Jewell very quiet when everybody about him was ex- 
pressing an opinion upon a subject with great volu- 
bility. Never a word had he to say until he was 
asked, and then his reply was direct, terse, forci- 
ble, and clear as a sunbeam. Somehow it was always 
very convincing. 

Yes, I'd join his class, So after the service I went 
up to the east gallery with exactly twenty-five others. 
We took our seats, and I glanced around curiously at 
my fellow-scholars. Some of them were from among 
the congregation, and others from the church—and, 
oh, such a heterogeneous class! Why, there was Mr. 
Wilson, who was always carping at election, and Mr. 
Hunt, who couldn’t let God’s sovereignty and man’s 
free agency alone a minute ; and there was Mr. White, 
who was an Arminian, and Mr. Miller, who was an 
out-and-out Antinomian, and Mrs. Hill, who was half 
a Unitarian. Then there was Mrs. Glover, with a 
sad face, who thought that she had committed the 
unpardonable sin, and Miss Williams, who announced 
herself openly against bigotry on the temperance 
question and innocent amusements, like theatre-going 
and card-playing. Then there was I, who—but never 
mind me, I hate egotism. Poor Mr. Jewell! But he 
didn’t seem at all disturbed. He surveyed the con- 
tending elements with a quiet smile on his expressive 
face. He seemed actually pleased to have been 
elected our captain, though what he would do with 
such recruits I was sure I did not know, 

More of our Bible-class hereafter. 

Greenwich, Conn, 





[Vol. XVILL., No. 37. 
TWILIGHT. 
BY ELIZABETH OAKES SMITH. 
T HIS tranquil hour of twilight rest 
I consecrate to prayer: 
With folded hands upon my breast 
I lay aside all care, 
And, knowing, Lord, Thy tender love, 
I feel Thy presence here— 
Sufficing love, all love above, 
Excludes misgiving fear. 
I see the wounds within Thy side, 
Upon Thy hands and feet, 
The thorns, Thy sacred forehead dyed, 
The agony and sweat: 
And thus I cleave unto Thy cross 
With all its mighty plea, 
Count all I have and am but loss 
Before Thy Cross and Thee. 
O twilight time, that brings my Lord 
To be my heavenly guest, 
And brings to mind his every word 
At this calm hour of rest,— 
I see the beamings of his face 
All through the tender shade, 
And, nearing my sequestered place, 
He says, ‘‘ Be not afraid.”’ 
O worldly Martha, troubled much, 
Here with the Master meet ; 
Let this calm hour thy spirit touch 
To sit at Jesus’ feet : 
Methinks at twilight’s hour did he 
Speak to sweet Mary’s heart, 
When, meekly waiting at his knee, 
She chose the better part. 
Hollywood, N. C. 


AFTER THE RAIN. 
BY MARY B. DODGE. 

AS the sunshine been burnished to a higher de- 
gree of polish, or is it only contrast with previous 
shadow and continued rains that the days seem 
brighter than ever before? It would seem as though 
Nature had selected August this season for her year’s 
house-cleaning, and now with the pride of a notable 
housewife challenges the community of fault-finders 
to discover one remaining fleck of dust upon her up- 
holstery of glossy satin, embroidered with the parti- 
colored -and deepening tints of coming autumn. 
Each carving in leafy pattern of oak and chestnut 
shines clear and clean of summer’s reek and stain. 
Willow branches sway lightly in the clarified air as 
though but for the law of gravitation, or some other 
law, their slender pennants of tender green would 
soar away heavenward with the brown and yellow 
butterflies that kiss the honey-sweet lilies and then 
skim softly with the nectar into upper air. The tawny 
road-paths even have taken on a foxier hue of earthy 
freshness. The grass that fringes these paths is fra- 
grant as with continuous dew; and the golden rod 
and happy rival of the Midas sceptre it typifies ap- 
pears to have been evoked fairy-like in a single night. 
By the way, according to Charles Dudley Warner, 
such wonderful things happen o’nights in the vegeta- 
ble kingdom that it were well to sit up through the 


dark and sleep day-times ; ‘and now the roadside, but - 


yesterday blooming pink with sweetbrier, is to-day 
aflame as if all the gold ore of mines fathoms deep 
below had pressed through flinty obstacles to blossom 
in praise of Nature’s maturing charms and the subju- 
gation of the elements to her queenly pleasure. 

From my pleasant southern windows, through 
which and their screen of fluttering locust and maple 
leaves the sunshine is playing bo-peep as it veers 
round quietly to the west, I hear at this moment the 
proud cackling of a hen, so jubilant that one might 
be led to think never before shone a day on which to 
lay so grand an egg as hers; and, beneath and above 
this beautiful music, meek cicada sounds are swelling, 
half lost amid the busy hum of active life, yet to 
reign supreme in dreamful melody when sleep has 
laid its hush on everything else, and myriads of stars, 
silent through distance, echo without disturbing their 
ceaseless and harmonic measure. 

Oh, the peace, the blessedness of such days and 
such nights as these in the country—the unadul- 
terated country where no burden of city fashion in- 
trudes to mar the restfulness of a real vacation Such 
a vacation as at least once a year is essential to the 
well-being of every individual. Not that we could 
possibly expect all the hours of such a holiday to be 
like the radiant one in which I now write; indeed, 
one might tire in time of anything so perfect, monot- 
onously repeated, and long for the relief of slow- 
falling rain, and the inspiration of an awe-awaken- 
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ing storm. But, rain or shine prevailing, were I a 
millionaire and had I daughters, to say nothing of sons, 
it is to country life, away from “the madding 
crowd,” away from the frivolities of much frequented 
places, away from everything but pure air, good food, 
comfortable lodging and nature in her ever-varying 
and always inetructive moods, that I would introduce 
them for at least one Sabbatarian month each year. 

One day in every week has been set apart by divine 
command for the recuperation of the wasted energies 
of man (and his beasts of burden)—for the restoration 
of the human family to the sane clothing in flesh ofa 
sane mind, which is the Creator’s needful praise, as it 
is our best expression of gratitude for life and bless- 
ings conferred ; and Nature, methinks, is wiser than 
we in resting from labor (save, as it were, to keep her 
hand from forgetting its cunning) through one month, 
that month being September, when she looks back 
peacefully to her summer harvest—which sometimes 
she playfully repeats—and forward to the results of 
accomplished work and never-ceasing work in store; 
for which last she stays a littke—runs to weed or seed 
—to gather strength for renewed and subsequent 
effurt. Was there an unconscious meaning in the 
name of this month by the Romans? Was there an 
intuition—beyond the fact that to them it was the 
seventh month, their year beginning with March—in 
its Christianity, and consequent heritage of the name 
or number seven, septem, sacred from earliest recorded 
times? Whether or no there be anything in this sug- 
gestion, we have taken pleasure heretofore in philoso- 
phizing, or poetizing rather, on the probability of 
September being the Sabbath month of the year, the 
true vacation season for tired bodies and souls. 

Vine-fruited, luxuriant in color and foliage, the 
very carnival of nature as it is, no month is more en- 
joyable for relaxation; and like the Miriam and 
Donatello of Hawthorne we are tempted to forget 
past and future in its delight. Summer has not yet 
faded away ; autumn with its wintry prophecies has 
not fairly subdued us; in short, it is the twilight of 
the seasons, when the song of unnested birds is still 
in our ears; when the glow of the westering sun is 
yet red upon the mountain tops; when the evening 
atar, perhaps, has glimmered through the blue, in sil- 
very promise of what is to follow. But when no shade 
of night has fallen to suggest decay, and when merely 
to exist with hands dropped carelessly at leisure, 
hearts brimming over with love and souls full of irre- 
pressible praise is happiness that medicines the frame 
and vitalizes all within. 

Chester, Morris Co., N. J., August 28, 1875. 


PERSONAL BENEFITS OF GIVING.* 
BY FRANK A. FERRIS. 


HE SPEAKER: What have I written? [A word 
in large letters had just been printed on the 
blackboard. | 

The Audience: GIVING. 

The Speaker: Giving. Yes, the benefit of giving, 
that is what we are to talk about this morning. You 
have all heard of that splendid building at Seventh 
Street and Fourth Avenue, called Cooper Institute. A 
good many years ago a rich and generous man—Peter 
Cooper—built and endowed it, and in it you will find 
a large reading-room full of valuable books and 
newspapers, where all may freely come to read ; and, 
if you wish to learn, you will find rooms and classes 
provided in which you may be taught many things 
that will help make you useful and intelligent mem- 
bers of the community. And so, year by year, many 
are gathered there who are removed from some of the 
temptations and evil influences that beset young peo- 
ple, and are educated to lives of honesty and useful- 
ness, 80 that there is hardly any measuring the good 
conferred by that single provision by Mr. Cooper. 

But there is another side to giving—the good which 
it brings the giver ; and it would be interesting to 
look into Mr. Cooper’s heart, and see all the treasure 
that that gift has brought him back. But that we 
cannot do, and I have only spoken of it to set you 
thinking about that side of the subject. When I was 
asked to speak this morning on “ The Rewards that 
Accrue to these who Give,” my mind at once recalled 
the cards prepared by Mr, Allen, the President of 
your Missionary Association, for monthly memoranda 
by each teacher of the eontributions by the classes of 
your school for 1875, Around the sides of that card 
I find these four reasons on our own part for giving : 


* Abstract of an address at Olivet Chapel Sunday-school, No. 





63 Second Street, New York City. 
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“Giving cures us of selfishness ;” 

“ Makes us partners with God ;” 

** Increases our interest in missions ;” 

“ Lays up treasures in heaven.” 

Now, I have no doubt that this first statement, 
“ Giving cures us of selfishness,” is true, but the ques- 
tion is, whether you have found it out. I am sure we 
are selfish by nature. Why, I once saw a little baby, 
hardly old enough to move about, eating from a stick 
of candy, and when a little sister came along and 
took a piece of it, how red the baby got in the face, 
and how angrily it struck at the sister! And why? 
Because it was selfish and wanted all the candy 
for itself. And we are all of us like the baby, 
and shall grow worse and worse in selfishness, and 
in reaping the bitter fruits of selfishness, unless 
God’s grace helps us. Now the card says that giving 
cures selfishness; that is, giving sets us to denying 
our own desires for the benefit of others, which will 
by and by bring us to think more of the welfare of 
others and less of ourselves. But will a /i/t/e giving 
cure selfishness? Will a boy’s giving to his sister a 
little crumb of the candy which he wants all himself 
make him generous? No, I think not. Is it little or 
large giving that is to cure selfishness ? 

The Audience: Large giving. 

The Speaker: Precisely. Let me put it down upon 
the blackboard : 


LARGE GIVING cuRES SELFISHNESS. 


Mr. Jacobs, the superintendent of a Sunday-school 
in Chicago, told us, at the Convention at Baltimore, 
that he had a beautiful rose-bush in his garden, from 
which he took in summer roses to his school, one of 
which at the close of the session he sent to each little 
boy or girl that sickness had kept away. He there- 
fore needed a good many roses, and one spring he 
sent fora gardener to trim the rose-bush. The gardener 
came and cut off a great many branches, till Mr. 
Jacobs remonstrated and said he was cutting the bush 
all to pieces. But the man asked: ‘‘Do you want 
rosewood or roses?” “Why, roses of course,” said 
Mr. Jacobs. “‘ Do you want a few, or a good many ?” 
asked the gardener. “ A good many,” answered Mr. 
Jacobs. “Then,” said the gardener, “I'll trim it 
some more.” It is a rule in gardening, the more you 
cut the more you get; and, when you have flowers 
blooming, the more you pick the more will yet blos- 
som. Itis a law of gardening because it is a law of 
God; and there is just such a law of God in our 
hearts, and the more we give the more we will want 
to give, and the more we will have to give, because 
God says he loves a cheerful giver, and he will take 
care that such an one has enough to give. 


Mr. Allen said he wanted me to talk on this sub- 
ject, because he noticed that the school of which I 
have charge had come into the habit of giving very 
regularly. So, last week, to get information about it, 
I gave out slips with this question printed on them: 
“What benefit have you received during the past 
year from your habit of bringing a money offering to 
your heavenly Father every Sabbath-day?” Of 
many answers which I received these are some, and 
they point in the same direction: “I have formed a 
habit of giving which I hope I shall never give up ;” 
“A habit of systematic giving once formed, it be- 
comes a privilege as well as a duty, and makes us 
thankful that we have been so taught that it is so 
easy to give;” “The Sabbath offerings have been the 
means of my growing in Christian giving;’’ “I have 
learned to give to the Lord more readily and cheer- 
fully;” “A hearty willingness to give;” “I have just 
a3 much money as when I gave less last year, and at 
the end of the year I was able to give more.” So we 
shall find it when we have cured selfishness; and 
what is it that cures—[pointing to the board] ? 

The Audience: Large giving. 

The Speaker: But the card next says: “Makes us 
partners with God.” Oh! that is a grand thought! 
It is a blessing to have a good partner, bui I don’t 
know anything in the world half so grand as that 
thought of partnership with God. But God is orderly. 
By the common chronology the world is 5,879 years 
old, and every one of those years God has taken care 
that there should be a spring, a summer, an autumn, 
and a winter; and—multiplying the 5,879 years by 
the 365 days in each year—more than two million 
times, in his orderly way, he has made the sun rige, 
never missing once. And how orderly God js in his 
care of ys too. Did you ever stop a minute to hear 
your heart beat? It keeps on beating all the time. I 
wonder if J could hear all your hearts heating? They 


beat in the same way. God helps all that orderly 
movement of your hearts. He keeps life and health 
in your frame and regulates all the motions of your 
bodies. He wants us to do everything in an orderly 
way, even to orderly giving, because when we give 
largely it cures selfishness and makes us like God. It 
is a great thing to be like God in nature and in work 
too, and all of you can beso. There is not one of 
you that cannot come to an orderly, regular giving 
every Sunday. What is this yellow piece of paper I 
hold in my hand? 

The Audience: A Sunday-school ticket. 

The Speaker: And that is good for how much ? 

The Audience: One cent. [The little round ticket 
bore this inscription: “Sunday-school No. 146, Olivet 
Chapel. For Scripture Lesson Recited, Oue Cent.’ 

The Speaker: I don’t know when I have seen any- 
thing that has pleased me more in the details of the 
Sunday-school work than this invention of your good 
President. I thank Mr. Allen with all my heart that no 
one here need ever come to this Lord’s house on the 
Sabbath and say: “I have no offering to bring to my 
God.” This orderly giving which makes us partners 
with God is a grand instrument, also, for the conver- 
sion of the world. Twenty years ago the idea was sug- 
gested that the children of America should build a 
missionary ship, to be called the “ Morning Star,” the 
children to give ten cents apiece and take a share in 
the ship. First one, then five, and then ten and 
twenty thousand dollars were subscribed, and the 
leaders of the movement cried: “Stop! stop! We 
have enough!” And the partnership thought was 
well illustrated in the case of a little boy who, after 
the close of one of the times for visiting the ship, was 
seen sitting in a snug place, looking at the vessel 
with an expression of the utmost contentment upon 
his face, and who, on being told by the officer in 
charge, “It is time to be ashore, my little man; all 
the visitors have gone,” said, “I am not a visitor; 
I am an owner.” And to the inquiry, “How much do 
you own?” added, “I own ten cents’ worth, sir.” | 
got testimony of the same sort in some of the answers 
to my printed questions, as, for instance: “It has 
taught me that all I have belongs to God;” “T have 
a love in spreading the true light of God.” So I 
think we may truly write: 


ORDERLY GIVING MAKES US PARTNERS WITH GOD. 


But the card says, again: “Increases our interest 
in missions.” What kind of giving will do this? 
Surely not the kind of giving which two boys prac- 
tised of whom I heard at Baltimore. They were 
coming out of Sunday-school, and the superintendent 
heard one say: “Jim, do you know what all this 
money we give is for?” “No,” answered Jim. “, Why,” 
said the other, “it is to pay our teachers,” and so 
they both thought. Now, after the missionary meet- 
ings which I was so glad to hear you had last winter, 
at which your pastor, and Dr. Bush, and Mr. Dodge, 
and Prof. Griffiths, and others, told you how and 
where your money was devoted to missionary work, I 
know that not one of you would fall into such a mis- 
take, and show such utter ignorance of missions. 
Why, with the money given in our school, we are 
educating two girls in Africa, who will become Sun- 
day-school teachers; and if you go to Palestine, and 
stop at Sidon, you will find two other girls whom we 
are similarly educating. Do you suppose we ever 
look upon our map of Africa or Palestine without 
thinking of our girls? One of my answers is in the 
same direction: “It gives me more interest in the 
» various mission fields we are helping.” So, then, it 
is a vigilant, watchful, wide-awake giving that in- 
creases our interest in missions, and we will write it 
out: 


VIGILANT GIVING eaeenenacs °° veal IN 


And once more the card says: “ Lays up treasures 
in heaven.” I remember reading a story long ago 
about a sexton in England who, in passing the plate 
for the collection, came to a man who had in his 
pocket a gold half-sovereign and a silver shilling, and 
putin the gold piece by mistake. When he found 
it out he was in a terrible state of mind, and went to 
the sexton after service to make the exchange. “ No! 
no!” said the sexton, and nething would persuade 
him to give back the gold. ‘ Never mind,’ said the 
man, turning away, “I shall have credit for it up 
there!” “No! no!” answered the sexton, “ you will 
get credit for the shilling you intended to give, and 
not for the half-sovereign you gave by mistake.” 





And so it is; we get credit with God for what we 








ae 


mean by the gift, and not for simply the amount we 
give. St. Paul was right: “Though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to 
be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing.” 
Ho, then, it is earnest giving that comes out of the 
heart from a love to give and a great desire that good 
may come of it,—earnest giving that thinks: “ Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me,”—it is earnest 
giving that pleases God, So here it is: 


wannest GIVING Lays Up TREASURES IN HEAVEN. 


Taking now this great word “giving,” with the 
great benefits which it brings the giver, and the kinds 
of giving that insure those benefits, we have: 


LARGE Cures Selfishness, 

OKDERLY Makes us Partners with God. 
VIGILANT Increases our Interest in Missic ns 
RAKNUST Lays up Treasures in Heaven. 


Tell me, then, now as I cali for them what they are 
and what they produce. (They were very clearly re- 
peated by the audience. | 

Bat I got one answer to my printed questions that 
mule me aad. The person had been bringing gifts 
regularly Sabbath by Sabbath through the winter, 
and he wrote; “I don’t know that it has been of any 
benefit to me.” How is it with you, my dear friends? 


There is little in the habit, itself, of giving that will 


make it acceptable to Christ. So, I think, if we take 
these four kinds of giving, that bring these great re- 
wards, and unite them into one by erasing everything 
but their initials, that we shall have the one secret of 
true giving after all, and how it works: 


L— Cures Selfishness. 

1 Bas Makes us Partners with God. 

v= Increases our Interest in Missions. 
k— Lays up Treasures in Heaven. 


‘The other night I was called to see at the Eye In- 
firmary a woman eighty years of age, who, twenty 
years ago, lost her last near friend, an adopted daugh- 
ter, and since then had been living without knowing, 
week by week, how she was to get along, but trusting 
in the Lord, Now she lay on her bed, with her head 
bandaged, and almost helpless; yet she said: “Jesus 
ix very precious to me.” She had learned her lesson 
—of discipline—well. Now, it is possible to obtain all 
these benefits from giving, but if we are not careful to 
learn them, the largeness, the regularity, and the 
intelligence of our giving will not bring us one of 
them, And I ask you, friends, if you have made 
your gifta teach you love to our heavenly Father? 
Answer me honestly now, answer me truly—has mis- 
sionary giving been of that kind that it has produced 
and is producing in your hearts these blessed results 
which we have here promised? It is a blessed thing 
if it is so, and if we are learning in God’s school 
these delightful experiences. We can trust Jesus 
and be one with him in all our daily life and be look- 
ing torward confidently to the time when the treasure 
in heaven shall be ours to enjoy. May God bless us 
in these privileges and opportunities we enjoy, and 
enable us to make the best use of them, thereby grow- 
ing in his likeness, and entering into his abundant 
reward, 

New York City. 


“HEDGED LIN.” 
BY HELEN L. HALE. 
‘* \7 ES; I’m hedged in. Wherever I look, which- 
ever way I turn, there is no outlet to this 
barren, meagre life,” 

Aunt Phebe paused in her knitting, looked pityingly 
upon the speaker, and then resumed her work for a 
little time. She was thinking whether she could 
help this troubled one from her own life’s story. “ The 
young seldom care to profit by old folks’ experience, 
but I can try,” she thought, and then said: “Come, 
lay your head on auntie’s lap, dear, and let me talk 
tw you awhile.” 

“T remember, child, when I felt just as you are 
feeling now. The loving Master commenced to dis- 
cipline me very early. I passed through many severe 
struggles, hard, hard conflicts, and shed many bitter 
tears before I learnt my lesson.”’ 

“You, Aunt Phebe!” The young girl looked up 
in astonishment. It seemed to her as if the old lady 
had always dwelt in the land of Beulah. 

“Yes, Ruth,—listen. Until my tenth year mine 
was a very lonely childhood. I had no brothers, sis- 
ters, cousins, or even little playmates. For at that 
time my father and mother lived miles away from 
every one else. We were seven miles from the nearest 
town; and no neighbors any nearer. But when I 
was ten years old two little twin sisters came—fair, 
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golden-haired, bright-eyed darlings. I said to my- 
self—for I was what people call a very old child for 
my years, thoughtful, quiet, and dreamy—‘I will 
live for these children; my whole life shall be devoted 
to them!’ Oh! they were very sweet, very winning, 
my little twin sisters! Year by year my idols were 
worshiped more and more devotedly. But at length 
the Master laid his hand upon them. ‘ Not these,’ 
he said ; ‘ give me your heart.’ 

“But I would not heed and time passed on. I had 
not learned my lesson. Always the hardest blows 
were given through my affections. So surely as I 
found a friend, and gave to that friend my whole 
confidence and love, just so surely was I deceived 
and disappointed. Then I said, proudly, ‘I will learn 
to live without others; I will hold myself aloof from 
all. My books, my music, and my writing shall be 
my friends and companions,’ Here in one way I was 
successful. There were seasons, though always a 
short one, when my books did satisfy me. Then my 
writings were popular, and now and then my interest 
or pleasure in some article that I was engaged upon 
caused me to forget the world, friends, everything, 
and for awhile happiness and content dwelt with me. 
But again, as I read how people liked my books and 
magazine stories, bitter, lonely thoughts would come 
tome. You are surprised at this; but so it was. I 
thought, ‘ Yes; they read my books, they like and 
praise them ; but there is not one to love or care for 
the lonely woman who sits at her desk in the little 
brown house!’ 

“ However, [soon had to read another chapter in my 
life’s story. Sickness came to me, not severe or dan- 
gerous, but sufficiently serious to stop the busy pen, 
close the desk, and compel the Master’s rebellious 
servant to sit stilland think. Now all these years I 
had been praying that my Master would use my life, 
my talents, in his service, that I might be wholly and 
entirely his own. Again and again I gave this life 
of mine to the Master. But ah! it was a mere empty 
form ! 

“One day Isat idly in my rocking-chair by the win- 
dow, and all at once my own self was shown clearly 
and plainly to me. I knew now that I had never 
really given my heart to the Saviour. That all my 
life I had been striving to find smooth, straight paths 
for my feet; and that my Master had either placed 
stumbling-blocks in those paths, or had, as you say, 
hedged mein. I saw how, wherever I had turned for 
comfort, the Master’s firm, tender voice had said, ‘ Not 
here, not here.’ 

* Plainly, also, I saw that morning that sweet, human 
love and sympathy would not have been good for me. 
There I would have rested content, without a thought 
of, or wish for, any other. I know now that the 
Saviour had wanted me all for himself. These many 
years, so long and weary and dreary to me, he had 
been trying to teach me to be satisfied with his love 
and sympathy, to find in him ‘my all in all!’ But 
I had always wilfully turned away from the ever- 
lasting arms outstretched to unfold me, the loving 
eyes beaming so tenderly upon me. Now I cried,‘ My 
Master, I will struggle no longer. Take my heart, 
for I cannot give it to thee; and when thou hast it 
keep it, for I cannot keep it for thee.’ ” 

The old lady paused for a moment, then continued : 
“* The peace that passeth all understanding’ was mine 
at last. But it came through 

The process slow of years, 
The discipline of life. 

“Child! will you profit by my lesson, or must it 
be ‘the discipline of life’ with you also ?” 

Gillette, N. J. 


DOWN ON THE SEA-SHORE. 
BY SOLO. 

AM on an island now, delightful but not beau- 

tiful: old ocean is its only attraction. There is 
not a rock, not even a good-sized stone to be found; 
the trees could be readily counted, and the low sand- 
hills are the only suggestion of mountains. One of the 
natives tells me she would not like to live among the 
mountains, “She should feel so shut in.” I never saw 
such a level country; it is a wonder that the village 
schoolmaster can make the children here believe that 
the earth is round; their senses could not convince 
them, yet they believe it. Child faith does not go so 
far astray after all. 

Down on the beach I met a lonely mortal, whom 
I had known here two years ago. The time seems 
short to me; to her so long, “each year grows 
longer.” I should think it would, for this life is her 
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all: “what she cannot see or reason out, she’ll not 
believe!” Poor old colored Peggie is wiser than she. 
Peggie has never seen that other side of the ocean— 
cannot understand why the water don’t wash it away; 
but she believes it is there, and some time one of the 
ships from that far-off land will be wrecked on this 
coast, and its riches washed ashore for Peggie. So 
after every storm she searches up and down the beach, 
telling questioners, “Some day I spec’s to find my 
fortun’ here.” Yes, Peggie, the real riches lie in the 
land we cannot see. One day we shall go to them, 
meanwhile fragments come to us here, and we do 
well to watch for them and gather them all in. 

There is one complaint I have to make, not against 
the place or its people, but against the visitors; so 
many of them leave their Sundays in the city I think 
that every day is Monday here. Long ago when I 
first came here, Sunday was a real day of rest. The 
bath-houses were locked, and beach wagons were 
filled with church-goers, wending their way over the 
Sandy roads and through the low forest of scrub. oaks 
and pines toward the little church two miles away. 
A quiet stroll to the beach in the afternoon, and 
sacred singing in the evening, ended the pleasant 
Sunday. But now the bathing-master says the board- 
ers make him open his houses and he must be there 
to take care of them. Many of the wagons turn 
backward instead of churchward, and they say the 
beach at bathing time on Sunday is just like other 
days. Pity the visitors won’t economize just once a 
week; the good people here don’t charge for carrying 
you to church, but they do for every ride to the beach. 
It is a shame for city visitors to set such an example. 
I heard the bathing-master say, “ Why, these people 
know so much more than I do, and they say it is 
right!” A great many people seem to think it is no 
matter what they do in the country; regular church- 
goers, even mission school teachers join these parties 
and have their usual frolic in the water. On my way 
down here the other day, as I crossed the river to_ 
meet my train, our clumsy old ferry boat was sud- 
denly tossed about as if on mid-ocean. It was fright- 
ful for an instant until I saw the great steamboat into 
whose wake we had come. She rode proudly on, 
never heeding, not even knowing, how she disturbed 
our quiet course. Very like the great steamer, visitors 
pass through the country villages, leaving deep way- 
marks behind them, and often the summer resting 
does harm when it might do good to all. 

I must tell you about the Sunday-school. A pleas- 
ant little chapel has within a few years been built in 
the village, and every Sunday an afternoon service is 
held here by the pastor of the church two miles away. 
The Sunday-school meets an hour earlier. They use 
the International Lessons, but they have a curious 
way of teaching. They take the nearest scholar and 
ask the questions right through, then send this scholar 
up to the farther end of the seat and go through the 
questions with the next, and so on until each has 
gone over the lesson separately. Teacher and scholars 
then sit speechless until the superintendent closes the 
school. I don’t know whether they thought me dis- 
orderly because I kept on talking with my class until 
we were called to close, but I chanced to glance across 
the room and saw all these silent people gazing at 
me. There is a short interval between the Sunday- 
school and church service, and Aunt Polly usually 
avails herself of these moments either to sing a hymn 
all by herself as she stands up in her place, or to 
make a short address incomprehensible to all but her- 
self—if even she knows what she is saying. She tells 
the people “ it is her duty to speak,” and they cannot 
prevail upon her to forbear. 

There are many boarding houses here. Mine is one 
of the smallest, and away from the crowd of people. | 
think every ocean breeze comes in at my little window, 
and old ocean’s roar I hear always. It is a strange 
thought that that sound has continued for ages, and wil! 
go on and on as long as this earth shall last. I came 
down here once in winter, just to try some of the cold 
winter winds. They were keen enough. But the 
summer winds are delicious and bracing. One should 
grow strong and well here, and ready for winter work. 

Wouldn’t you like to come down here, reader? | 
have introduced you to some of the people and per- 
haps they will invite you here. If you come, be sure 
to show them how to teach the Sunday-school lesson ; 
persuade Aunt Polly not to speak at meetings; tell 
Peggie about the true riches ; and help the bathing- 
master find strength to resist the temptations to wrong 
doing. Here is a work for you. May you be more 
successful in it than those who have come before you! 
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LESSON HELPS. 


INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 


[Third Quarter. } 
Sept. 12.—The Good Shepherd .........cc:cccceseeeees John 10: 1-11 
% Sept 19 —The Resurrectionand the Life,.........Johm 11: 34-44 





so. Sept. 26—Christ Rejected. Review,,.......... John 11: 47-53. 
[ Fourth Quarter.] 

1. Oct 3.—Jesus Lifted Up,........ cece sancoeeccceese John 12;23-33 

il. Oct. 10—Washing the Disciples’ Feet,.............. John 15; 1-9, 





$2. Oct 17 —Many Mansions, ........ccccec-coooccersseeeereeeeeJOOM 14: 1-7. 
43, Oct. 24.—The V neand the Branches.............000- John 15:1-8. 
44. Oct. 81L.—Friends and Foes of Jesus,......:....s00 John 15:11-19. 
45. Nov. 7—The Work of the Spirit, ...........-000--e00e8e-OhM 16: 7-14. 
16. Nov. 14 —Jesus Interceding,..........cccceececeereeee John 17: 15-21. 
17, Nov. 21 —Jesus the K i1Q,....0. ccosvccsessceeseeeseseees-JONN 18; 33-38 
48. Nov. 28 —Jesus on the Cross,........ccceseseeseseeeeee JONN 19: 26-30. 
19. Dec 5.—Jesus and MAry,....cccce cosoversseeeee John 20:11-18 
%. Dee. 12.—Jesus and Thomas, ...........c000sseereeeeee JOHN 20: 24-31. 
Bl. Dec. 19.—Jesus and Peter,........ secccccee cooeess-eeJOWN 21: 15-22 

Dec. 26.—The Ministry of Jesus. Review... ........John 20:31, 


LESSON 39, SUNDAY, SEPT. 26, 1875. 


SUBJECT: Cyurist Resectep. THIRD QUARTERLY 
REVIEW. 

GOLDEN TEXT: He Is DESPISED AND REJECTED 
OF MEN; A MAN OF SORROWS, AND ACQUAINTED WITH 
GRIEF.— Isaiah 53:3. 


HOME READINGS, 
Monday, Se ptember 20: Matthew 21: 33-46. 
Tuesday, September 21: John 1:1-14. 
Wednesday September 22: John 1: 35-46, 
Thursday, September 23: John 2: 1-11. 
Friday, September 24: John 4: 5-15. 
Saturday, September 25: John 6: 47-5. 
Sunday, September 26: John 11: 34-44. 


LESSON TEXT. 
{John 11: 47-58.) 

i7. Then gathered the chief priests and the Pharisees 
« council, and said, What do we? for this man doeth 
many miracles, 

48. If we let him thus alone, all men will believe on 
him: and the Romans shall come and take away both 
our place and nation. 

19. And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high 
priest that same year, said unto them, Ye know nothing 
xt all, 

‘). Nor consider that it is expedient for us, that one 
man should die for the people, and that the whole nation 
perish not. 


51. And this spake he not of himself: but being high priest that 
year. he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation: 

62. And not for that nation only, but that also he should gather to- 
gether in one the children of God that were scattered abroad. 

53. Then from that day forth they took counsel together for to put 
him to death. 


EXPOSITION, 
BY WILLIAM ORMISTON, D.D. 
N° varied, interesting, and important have been the 
\ topics presented in the lessons for the quarter, that 
teachers will find great difficulty in reviewing them all 
during the time allotted to one leason. Each teacher must 
determine his own plan, and adapt it as much as possible 
to the age, attainments, and character of his class. 

As the one grand purpose of the Gospel by John is to 
show that Jesus is the Christ, and that through faith in 
him we may have everlasting life, so the one theme of all 
these lessons is Jesus Christ, in his person, words, and 
works-—who he is, what be said, and what he did. “Jesus 
in the midst.” A brief review may be thus made. Let 
the class repeat the Golden Text, and name the principal 
topic of each lesson in order. Let the teacher propose a 
few well chosen questions relating to the truths taught 
and lessons enforced by each. To be profitable this ex- 
ercise should be conducted in an animated and lively 
manner. The teacher must prepare himself thoroughly 
beforehand, and be ready at once without the book to 
correct any mistake, or supply any deficiency, arising 
from forgetfulness on the part of the scholars. The lesson 
selected for the day brings many of the previous lessons 
naturally under review. 


THE CONNECTION, 


Many of those who were present at the raising of 
Lazarna from the dead believed on Jesus, as the Resur- 
rection and the Life, and thus the words of our Lord in 
reference to the sickness of Lazarus were fulfilled, because 
it redounded greatly to the glory of God. Some, how- 
ever, who saw all that had taken place, were still un- 
believing and hostile, and went to the Pharisees and told 
what they had seen and heard. They, instead of yield- 
ing to the force of such overwhelming and well attested 
evidence of the claims of Jesus as the expected Messiah, 
were enraged all the more; and, fearing his growing 
influence over the minda of the people, sought how they 


v 
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might oppose and destroy him. They summoned a meet- 
ing of the Sanhedrim, the proceedings of which form the 
subject of the lesson, 

THE LESSON. 


In it we have: (1.) A crafty council; (2.) A constrained 
testimony; (3.) An unwitting prophecy; (4.) A wicked 
conspiracy. 

I. A CRAFTY COUNCIL, 

What a contrast between the scene in the graveyard 
of Bethany and that presented in the council chamber in 
Jerusalem! In the one we left an assembly deeply sol- 
emnized by the evidence of human weakness and frailty, 
and strongly impressed by the manifestations of divine 
presence and power, in whose hearts all the tenderest, 
purest, and holiest affections of our nature were in full 
play—grief and joy, love and gratitude, wonder and wor- 
ship—listening to the words of Jesus. It was good to be 
there. In the other we find a gathering of wicked men, ex- 
cited by vindictive wrath, and instigated by a fiendish 
purpose, in whose breasts rage all the worst passions of 
our nature—ambition and envy, jealousy and bigotry, 
malice and murder—led by the counsels of the politic and 
unprincipled Caiaphas. We shudder as we approach. 
This council was doubtless composed of the leading mem- 
bers of the highest ecclesiastical Jewish court, and pre- 
sided over by their high priest. With few exceptions, 
such as Nicodemus and Joseph, they were bitterly hostile 
to Jesus, and had sent out their spies and emissaries to 
watch him. It may have been some of their hired agents 
who had reported to them the proceedings at Bethany. 
They had already fiercely denounced and bitterly op- 
posed him, but allin vain: his fame spreads, his influence 
extends, and his followers multiply. They are not only 
enraged, but greatly perplexed. They seem to be at 
their wits’ end, and know not what to do. Their past 
efforts have proved futile, their schemes have failed. 
They now see that they must either let him alone or 
adopt more severe and efficient measures. 


1. “If we let him thus alone.” Probably some who se- 
cretly favored Jesus, gave this Gallio-like counsel. The 
obvious answer to this was: If we do nothing more than 
we have done, he will form a powerful party, who will 
not be content till they proclaim him king, and will 
thereby bring down upon us the wrath of the Roman 
Emperor, who will come and destroy our city and tem- 
ple, and blot out our very nationality and our name. This 
argument, if sincere, was baseless, for they well knew, or 
might have known, that Jesus disclaimed all temporal 
authority or civil supremacy. It was probably, however, 
only a pretense to excite a greater prejudice against him, 
or a mere excuse for their own enmity, 


2. “It is expedient for us that one man should die.” This was 
the alternative, and the haughty, unscrupulous high priest, 
indignant at the hesitancy and timidity of the council, 
severely upbraids them with their cowardly vacillation 
and helpless imbecility, and audaciously proposes a 
sterner and firmer policy. Let him die. Whatever be 
his character or claims, whether innocent or guilty, the 
man must be got rid of. If he live he will cause us much 
trouble. It is expedient for us, therefore, whether justly 
or otherwise, that he should be put to death. The general 
good demands it, all scruples must be set aside. Decisive 
measures must be taken. 


Il, A CONSTRAINED TESTIMONY. 


1. “This man doeth many miracles.” A marvelous 
admission from the lips of his foes. If they could have 
denied or disproved them they certainly would have 
done so. But the miracles were too numerous and well 
attested to be longer disputed. The last was the greatest 
and most unquestionable of all, and would produce the 
most extensive results, Not only had they heard of all 
the mighty works be wrought in Galilee, but here in 
Judea, at Jerusalem itself, he had performed the very 
miracles which prophecy had assigned to the Messiah. 
He had caused the Jame to walk, opened the eyes of the 
blind, and raised the dead to life. (Refer specially 
lessons for August 8th, September 5th, and September 
19th.) Strange infatuation of prejudice and blindness of 
unbelief, which prevented them from recognizing this 
worker of miracles as the Christ of God; yet even their 
very wrath and enmity bear testimony to the reality of 
his miracles, the authority of his teaching, and the di- 
vinity of his mission. 

2. “ All men will believe on him.’ So clear and irre- 
sistible was the evidence of his miracles, so natural and 
obvious the inference that he who did such things must 
be the Messiah, that they foresaw that the people would 
generally receive him as sent from God, and that they 
would be shown to be, as he had denounced them, false 
teachers, blind leaders, “thieves and robbers.” Their 
position was that it was right and reasonable to receive 
him, and yet they rejected him and resolved to destroy 
him. 

(u.) The evidence for the reality of miracles is most con- 
clusive, If the Pharisees and the foes of Jesus, who lived 
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at the time, and who were able, ingenious, and powerful 
in their hostility to him and to the progress of his cause, 
could not dispute the fact that he performed miracles, it 
is surely vain to question the validity of their evidence 
now. 

(b.) Seeing a miracle, or believing in tt, does not secure sal- 
vation. Many Jews beheld the miracles Christ wrought, 
and even the Pharisees believed he performed them, yet 
they rejected Christ and crucified him. Some think if 
they could only witness some miraculous event, in confir- 
mation of the gospel, that they would believe. This ia a 
sad delusion, for if we believe not Moaes and the prophets 
neither would we believe though one should rise from the 
dead. 


Ill, AN UNWITTING PROPITE JY. 


The words used by Caiaphas to express his opinion of 
what was expedient and politic, under the circumstances, 
are explained by the Apostle John as conveying a grand 
truth, of which the Sadducean, worldly high priest never 
dreamed. What he said of one man dying for the whole 
nation is applied to the substitutionary, vicarious, and 
sacrificial death of Christ for his people. Oaiaphas alm- 
ply meant that the death of Christ would result in public 
and political advantage to the nation by restoring and 
perpetuating social peace and religious tranquillity and 
uniformity. Of ite spiritual significance and application 
he knew as little as he cared. He was overruled to make 
use of euch language as was afterwards seen to be prophe- 
tical and descriptive of the relation of the death of Chrixt 
to the nation and to the world. As high priest during the 
very year Christ died he bore a striking, though unde- 
signed, testimony to the true character and work of the 
promised Messiah, and to the claims of Jesus to be the 
Lord’s anointed. Never did anointed servant or in- 
spired prophet of the Lord utter words of deeper import, 
or which reached farther into the future, than did this last 
time-serving high priest just ere the office ceased forever. 
It was fitting that the last of the priests of the house of 
Aaron should speak of the great High Priest and his one 
offering for sin. 

1. Wicked men may be used in furthering the work of God. 
Balaam, Pharaoh, Caiaphas, and those who crucified our 
Lord! Illustrations: Scaffolding, a finger post, a beacon 
light, a trumpet. 

2. Mere expetiency should not be the rule of our conduct. 
We should ask whether any cause of action proposed is 
jnst and right in the sight of God. We muat never do 
evil that good may come. Public approval or the voice 
of the majority cannot make wrong right, or falsehood 
true. Principle should never yield to policy. 

IV. A WICKED CONSPIRACY. 

The bold outspoken decision of the president silenced 
all opposition and determined the course of the council. 
They conspired together from that day to accomplish the 
death of Jesus, They not only set aside the strongest tes- 
timony in his favor, and rejected hia claims, but plotted 
his destruction. The miracle which he had #0 recently 
wrought had greatly increased the number of his ad- 
herents, and thus rendered caution and intrigue necessary 
in carrying out their designs, but with unrelenting cruelty 
and persistent perversity they persecuted him to the bit- 
ter end. Away with thisman, Crucify him ! Crucify him ! 

Notice now : 

1, THE CLAIMS OF CHRIST. 


He is the Word—the Creator of all things, the Life and 
the Light of the world. He is the Anointed of God—the 
only Saviour of sinners. He is the Living Water and the 
Bread of Life. He is the Good Shepherd who Inid down 
his life for the sheep. He died that we might have ever- 
lasting life. He spake as never man spake. See his con- 
versations with Nicodemus and the woman of Samaria, 
and his discourses at the feasts of Tabernacles and of Dedi- 
cation. He wrought many miracles, on nature and on 
man, converted water into wine, fed thousands with a few 
loaves, and walked upon the sea. He healed all manuer 
of diseases, and restored all kinds of defecta of eye, ear, 
tongue, and limb. He cast out demons and raised the 
dead. There is none like him. The mighty God, our 
merciful Saviour, we receive him, trust him, love him, 
worship him, serve him, expect him. 


Il. THE UNREASONABLENESS OF UNBELIFF. 


It is recorded of Jesus that he marveled at the unbelief 
of those who heard him. Unbelief resiste well attested 
facts, creditable testimony, sound reasoning, powerfal ar- 
gument, and persuasive appeal. It is deeply seated in the 
human heart, and nothing but the grace of God can re- 
move it. ‘Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 


iil, THE GUILT OF REJECTING CHRIST. 

The Jews rejected Chrizt, and ruin came upon them 
and their children. Wow aggravated our guilt muat be if 
after we have heard of Jesus and his love, and the life 
which he bestows, we reject him and his salvation, (Heb. 
2:3; 10: 26-29.) 

Save us, O God, from the guilt of rejecting Christ, as he 
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is offered in the gospel. Grant unto us all the power to 


believe on his name, 
New York City. 


PRIMARY NORMAL HINTS. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 
4 ganged will study carefully these subjects and pas- 


sages : 
A Parable: Mark 12: 1-12. 
Received Him Not: John 1: 9-11. 


Conspired Against: John 11: 45-47. 

A Thief Preferred: Mark 15: 1-15, 

His Blood Be Upon Us: Matt, 27: 25; Num. 35: 33. 
Punishment: Matt. 23 : 34-38. 

As an assistance to the memory it is well to arrange in 
definite order the facts and truths to be called up in re- 
view. This might embrace the following divisions for 
the teacher’s use, to be developed by the children’s an- 
swers as the lesson proceeds : 


{ The Word, 
' Lamb of God, 
| Water of Life. 
The Names of Jesus. ; Bread of Life. 
| Light of World. 
; Good Shepherd. 
| Resurrection and Life. 
The Followers of Jesus. 
The Works of Jesus. 
The Words of Jesus. 


Hold Jesus up before the class in the views we have had 
of him as our Saviour, Healer, Deliverer, Guide, Com- 
forter. He was all these. How was he received? Then 
make a closing picture of Christ rejected, using the les- 
son and Scripture readings to help appeal to the heart 
and conscience. 

Meaning of re-view? We will look again at what we 
have seen in the twelye Sundays since we left the Old 
Testament. The first one told who all the rest should 
be about. Who? (Write on the board) Jxsus. 

Question on the first lesson; have Golden Text recited, 
and be sure it is understood that it was the Son of God, 
who was with God in the beginning, who is God, who 
came from heaven to be the light and life of every soul 
who will believe. By simple questions and repetition 
impress this. 

We have had many names of Jesus. As John the Bap- 
tist saw him walking one day he said, “ Behold.” What? 
What were lambs offered for? Why was Jesus ca'led 
the Lamb? Whose Lamb? Whose sin can he take away ? 
Jesus called himself by many names. What did he call 
himself to the woman at the well? There was a Golden 
Text about joy and wells. What? What name did he 
give when he fed five thousand? Is such bread for the 
body ? Will those be hungry who take the bread of life? 
What promise to those who hunger and thirst after 
righteousness ? To the man who was born blind what 
was Jesus? When Jesus talked of the sheep in the fold 
and the one who called them by name and led them out 
what did he call himself? When Martha talked to him 
of her dead brother what did he call himself? 

Whom have we learned of as the followers of Jesus ? 
Who were his first disciples? What two went each for 
his brother? Who went to see Jesus at night? What 
women were friends of Jesus? Where did his mother 
see his glory? (Call for Golden Text on the first miracle.) 
How many in Bethany loved him ? 

What do we call some of the works of Jesus? Where 
was his first miracle? Which relieved suffering? Which 
relieved hunger? What did he do for the man born blind? 
What at the grave of Lazarus? How many miracles 
have we had a lesson about? Every one a gracious gift 
in time of need or sorrow; he gave wine and joy at the 
wedding ; health to the sick ; bread to the hungry; sight 
to the blind ; life to the dead. Could any but God have 
done this ? 

What were some of his words? What did he say to 
Philip? (Write) Fortow Mr. When he talked with 
Nicodemus about Moses lifting up the serpent in the wil- 
derness what wonderful verse did he give? (Write) Gop 
so LOVED. What three words of warning did he give 
the lame man at Bethesda? (Write) Sin no MorE. In 
the Golden Text, about the “ beginning of, miracles,” what 
did his disciples do? What must they do who would 
“ not perish, but have everlasting life”? Jesus said, ‘This 
is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath 
sent.” What must those do who would drink of the 
water of life? What did the blind man say when with 
opened eyes he saw Jesus in the temple? “Lord, I be- 
lieve.” (Write) Brtreve. If desired, among the 
words of Jesus speak of the parable of the Good Shep- 
herd, Whom did Jesus say “is the servant of sin”? Who 
can make us free? 

We have seen Jesus in all these lessons, counted some 


of his followers and his works, and heard his words, let 
uz see what he is to us, 
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Recall conversation with Nicodemus, ask about serpent 
in wilderness, people dying, how saved, saved from what ? 
Meaning of “should not perish.” Who is to be saved? 
By whom? Then he is our Saviour. 

Bring out the truth that he is not only to save from 
death but every day from bondage to sin and Satan. Did 
he heal the lame man just for compassion for that one 
sufferer, or to show any lesson to the world? Can he 
cure soul-sickness? Then he is our Healer. 

We often do not know what is right or best to do; we 
need some one to show us the way. Could the blind man 
see the way to the pool of Siloam? How did he get 
there? Life is dark if we have nothing to show us. If 
the Bible and all we know of God and Jesus was taken 
away, what kind of world would it be? Jesus called 
himself by a name that shines on our souls to show us 
the way to heaven, the only world of perfect joy. If we 
will not close up our hearts and keep his love from shining 
in, he is our Light. 

Did he weep with the sisters because Lazarus was 
dead? He knew he was going to make him alive, why 
those tears? Because his tender heart grieved with all 
sorrow and to give us one of the sweetest pictures for all 
this life; but not for heaven, we shall not need it there, 
for from the faces of all who have loved him here “God 
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.” “‘ Jesus wept” 
and showed himself as our Comforter. 

We should have to spend every day of our lives in re- 
view to find all that Jesus is to us. He is our Light 
when we open our eyes from sleep, our food, our rest, in 
everything which makes us glad and happy. Paul wrote 
fourteen books of the Bible, but then could not tell all 
the glories and love of Jesus, so he said, “‘ Christ is all 
and in all.” If Paul could not, surely we little children 
can only begin; we shall spend our forever in heaven, as 
Paul is doing now, in a review of “ Jesus and his love.” 
We cannot understand it all here, but we know he is all 
we need in life and in death. But we must accept all he 
is willing to give. Without food and drink what would 
become of our bodies? So our souls would starve without 
Christ, he is our Life. And Life not only to the soul 
here, but our resurrection, for he will raise the dead and 
be our Life through all eternity. 

Review by names on board and his words which we 
are to obey. 

What did the Jews think of Jesus? Who believed in 
him? So many, that the chief priests and Pharisees (ex- 
plain) had a meeting. Think how angry and troubled 
they looked, asking each other: “ What shall we do?” 
What had Jesus done to them—anything? Had his 
miracles hurt anybody? Had he stolen? He had given 
food and help. Had he killed anybody? What were 
they afraid of? Did they know what Jesus taught that 
all must do to be saved? Oh! they said, “If we let him 
alone all men will believe on him.” What then? They 
were afraid the people would make him king, and some- 
how that they would lose their places. The high priest 
Caiaphas in his long fine robes stood up and spoke. (De- 
scribe high priest, office, dress, etc.; have a picture if 
possible.) He said, “It is better that one man should 
die than the whole nation perish.” From that time they 
were resolved to put him to death—to kill the kind man 
who had saved so many lives. Were they not afraid? 
Were they afraid of breaking the Commandments? Were 
they afraid of laws when the man carried his bed? Why? 
(Tell of the law of blood. Num. 35:33.) A few days 
after this meeting a great crowd shouted out, “ His blood 
be on us and on our children.” It was. In forty years 
blood ran down the streets of Jerusalem, and the whole 
city and people were cruelly destroyed. 

Christ was rejected. Give meaning of word thrown away, 
cast out, useless, Make ptactical and pointed the ques- 
tion: Can you see Jesus all and in all and yet reject him, 
or will you love him as your Saviour, your Light, and 
Life forever? 

Sing “ What shall I do with Jesus ?” 

Louisville, Ky. 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


‘JOHN 11: 47. A Council.—It ia possible even for 
councils and assemblies of the learned to err. It is 


never well to make church matters affairs of state.— 
Cramer. 


Whut do we?—The assembly should have met for the 
recognition of Jesus. It was the duty of the Supreme 
Council to be the first to accept Jesus and to call upon the 


nation to accept him. But from this very college pro- 
ceeded the rejection of Jesus.—Heubner 


Many miracles.— What a testimony to the reality of our 
Lord’s miracles, and their resistless effect, from his bit- 
terest enemies.—D. Brown. 

48. All men will believe-—All men will believe him to 
be the Messiah, and will set him up for a king.—S. Clarke. 


This was the thing they were afraid of, that men would 
believe on him, and all their measures were broke. Note. 





The success of the gospel is the dread of its adversaries ; 
if souls be saved, they are undone.—Henry. 





The Romans will come —The fear of the Romans induced 
them rather to cut him off, and by that very action they 
pulled that dreadful vengeance, executed by the Romans, 
down upon them. This is the just and usual effect of 
carnal policy exalting itself against the wisdom and the 
counsel of God.— Whitby. 


50. Expedient for us.—It is the way of worldly minded 
politicians to measure all things by the standard of profit 
and gain, not by that of truth, righteousness, and justice ; 
and this while in most cases the prosperity of the country 
is declared to be the grand reason for such a course, 
though in reality they are actuated by nothing but selfish- 
ness.—Canstein. 

One man should die for the people —The doctrine of a 
vicarious atonement had gained, long before this time, 
universal credit in the world. Words similar to those of 
Caiaphas are by the prince of all the Roman poets put in 
the moath of Neptune, when promising Venus that the 
fleet of 7Eneas should be preserved, and his whole crew 
should be saved one only excepted, whose death he speaks 
of in these remarkable words :— 


* Unum ge multis dabitur caput.” 
* One life shall fall that many shall be saved.” 


Which victim the poet informs us was Palinurus, the pi- 
lot of £.1eas’s own ship, who was precipitated into the 
deep by a divine influence.—A. Clarke. 


51. Not of himself—Oh, what great matters are transacted 
on the earth yet ordered above; done by human agency, 
but under a divine impulse.— Augustine. 


That year—He was high priest during the whole 
procuratorship of Pontius Pilate, eleven years. In the 
words that year there is no intimation conveyed that the 
high priesthood was changed every year, but we must 
understand the words as directing attention to that re- 
markable year without any reference to time past or to 
come. THAT YEAR of great events had Caiaphas for its 
high priest.— Alford. 


He prophesied.—The fact that Caiaphas was estranged 
from God no more militates against his having prophe- 
sied, than does his unconsciousness. Of the former case 
Balaam is a remarkable instance, while it is evident 
that the latter—that of a person prophesying without 
knowing it—is still less open to objection than that in 
which an individual utters a prophecy at the very time 
when he is offering the utmost resistance as Balaam did. 
Hence the Rabbins even entertain the conviction that it 
is possible to prophecy without knowing it.—Olshausen. 


52. Gather together in one.—John reads the names of 
many scattered ones already written in God's hearts as 
children ; he gazes with opened eyes into the holy mis- 
sion movement of the whole reconciled world, which 
movement shall not end until all that the Father hath 
given the Son are brought together.— Bengel. 


. To put him to death.—A_ strange employment this 
for the chief ministers of the true religion, to whom the 
oracles of God were committed, to entertain in their 
minds so detestable a design against their benefactor, even 
though he had not been their God.— Quesnel. 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 


HRIST REJECTED.—A well-known learned man 
of Saxony, after having all his life-long attacked 
Jesus and his gospel with all the weapons of sophistry, was 
in his old days partially deprived of his reason, chiefly 
through the fear of death ; and frequently fell into relig- 
ious paroxysms of a peculiar nature. He was almost 
daily observed conversing with himself, while pacing to 
and fro in his chamber, on one of the walls of which, 
between other pictures, hung one of the Saviour. Re- 
peatedly he halted before the latter, and said in a horri- 
fying tone of voice, “ After all, thou wast only a man!” 
Then, after a short pause, he would continue, “ What 
wast thou more than a man? Ought I to worship thee? 
No; I will not worship thee, for thou art only Rabbi 
Jesus, Joseph’s son of Nazareth.” Uttering these words, 
he would return with a deeply affected countenance, and 
exclaim, “ What dost thou say ?—that thou camest from 
above? How terribly thou eyest me! Oh! thou art 
dreadful! But thou art only a man after all.” Then he 
would again rush away, but soon return with faltering 
step, crying out, “ What! art thou in reality the Son of 
God?” The same scenes were daily renewed, till the 
unhappy man, struck by paralysis, dropped down dead ; 
and then really stood before his Judge, who, even in his 


a me had so strikingly and overpoweringly judged 
im.— Caughey. 


—A prominent business man thus expressed himself to 
a Christian minister : ‘I am interested in Church matters, 
and always glad to see ministers when they call. But I 
have thought the subject over long and carefully, and 
have come to the deliberate decision that I have no need 
of Jesus.” A single week had not passed before that 
man was taken sick. His disease was accompanied with 
such inflammation of the throat as forbade his speaking 
at all. This enforced silence continued until the hour of 
death, when he was enabled to utter simply this one 
despairing whisper: “ Who shall carry me over the river ?” 
—Talmage. 


—To neglect is to reject. —There is no need that the man 
in a skiff amid Niagara’s rapids should row toward the 
cataract; resting on his oars is quite enough to send him 
over the awful verge. It is the neglected wheel that 
capsizes the vehicle, and maims for life the passengers, 
It is the neglected leak that sinks the ship. It is the 
neglected field that yields briers instead of bread. It is 
the neglected spark near the magazine whose tremendous 
explosion sends its hundreds of mangled wretches into 
eternity. The neglect of an officer to throw up a rocket 
on a certain night caused the fall of Antwerp, and post- 
poned the deliverance of Holland for twenty or more 
years. The neglect of a sentinel to give an alarm hin- 
dered the fall of Sebastopol, and resulted in the loss of 
many thousand lives.—Cuyler. 
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—Some summer day you ma, ahem stood on the beach 
and seen a man go down into the breakers to bathe. He 
went out further and further, until you became anxious 
about him. You wondered if he could swim. You 
shouted to him, as he advanced in the water, “ Come back ! 
Come back ! You will be lost ! You willbe lost!” He turned 
around, waved his hand and shouted, “ No danger !”’ and 
till went on until, after awhile,a wave, with great under- 
tow, swept him out—his corpse the next day washed up 
on the beach. So I see young men going down in the 
waves of sin—deeper and deeper, further from God and 
further ; and I stand on the beach and cry the warning, 
“Come back! Come back! You will be lost! You 
will be lost !’—Talmage. 

— The foolish choice.—The Interpreter takes them apart 
again, and has them first into a room where was a man 
that could look no way but downwards, with a muck-rake 

in his hand ; there stood also one over his head with a 
celestial crown in his hand, and proffered him that crown 
for his muck-rake; but the man did neither look up nor 
regard, but rake to himself the straws, the small sticks, 
and the dust of the floor... . Then said Christiana, “ Oh! 
deliver me from this muck-rake.’—John Bunyan. 

—One life for many.—A certain town, called Ekrikok, 
was devoted to destruction for high treason. But it was 
allowed to redeem itself, partly by a fine, and partly by 
one life being offered in expiatory sacrifice for the whole, 
which was accomplished in the person of a new slave, 
bought for the purpose. Mr. Waddell, the missionary 
says, that on his remonstrating on the aubject with “ Old 
Egho Jack, the head of a great family,” that personage 
asserted that “it was impossible the affair could be set- 
tled without a death, for Egho law was the same as God’s 
law to Calabar,” and he asked me if it were better for 
Ekrikok to die, or for one slave instead to die for all the 
town ?—J. Comper Gray. 

—Christ died for all—If I were to come as an ac- 
credited agent to you from the upper sanctuary, with a 
letter of invitation to you with your name and address on 
it, you would not doubt your warrant to accept it. Well, 
here is the Bible—your invitation to come to Christ. It 
does not bear your name and address, but it says, “ Who- 
soever:” that takes you in. It says, “All:” that takes 
you in. It says, “If any:” that takes you in. What 
can be surer and freer than that ?—Chalmers. 


THE BLACKBOA RD. 
LESSON OUTLINE. 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 
OUNCIL OF PRIESTS AND PHARISEES. 
Raza PROPHECY. 


OUNSEL AGAINST CHRIST. 
HRIST REJECTED. 
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THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW QUESTIONS. 
BY THE REV. J. B, ATCHINSON. 


In what lessons are the following words about Jesus? 


I him was life. 
the es was the Word. 





was in the world. 

that made me whole. 
cried with a loud voice. 
came unto his own. 


BEHOLD the Lamb of God. 
how he loved him. 
AS CALLED, 
EARIED. 
J OLS Wi 
ALKED, 
In what lesson are the iain sayings of Jesus? 


llow me. 
ull the waterpots. 
or they know his voice. 


ather, I thank thee. 
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We hid our faces from Him, 
And we esteemed Him not; 

Yet He hath borne our burdens, 
And full redemption bought! 

For our transgressions wounded, 
Our sins on him were laid: 

It pleased the Lord to bruise Him, 
Who all our debts hath paid. 





Like sheep we all had wandered 
Far from His fold astray ; 

He came to seek and save us, 
And show us all the Way: 

Led like a lamb to slaughter ! 
We by His stripes are healed, 

And by His blood still flowing, 
Weare to glory sealed. 
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And yet from Him we turn! 





IV. 
With vile transgressors numbered, 
Afflicted and oppressed, 
His death makes intercession 
For all who have transgressed : 
And shall we still reject him? 
From Jesus turn away? 
Ob! let us all receive Him 
While mercy calls—to-day. 
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[Do not attempt to put any of this review upon the 
board. The questions are simply suggestive to the one 
who may conduct the review, whether a teacher in the 
glass, or the superintendent or pastor before the schovl. 
Other questions similar to the above will suggest them- 
selves on the doings of Jesus, the miracles of Jesus, the 
places he visited, his companions, etc.—J. B. A.] 


e shall know the truth, 


e must be born again. 
our fathers did eat manna. 
e shall be free indeed. 


the Good ‘Shepherd. 

the Door. 

in the World. 

the Light of the World. 

HE. 

the Living Bread. 
hat have I to do with thee? 
hosoever believeth in Him. 
hosoever drinketh. 
ilt thou be made whole ? 
hoso eateth my flesh. 
hosoever committeth sin. 


THIRD QUARTER’S TEACHINGS ABOUT 
CHRIST. 


BY THE REY. J. B ATCHINSON. 


is OD. —Lesson 27, 
our UIDE. —Lesson 28. 
our UEST. —Lesson 29, 

ise Teacher. —Lesson 30, 
| p ater of Life. —Lesson 31. 
illing Healer. —Lesson 32. 1 
iving Bread. —Lesson 33. 
ord’s Anointed. —Lesson 34, 
iberator. — Lesson 35. 


Jesus the 


Mich. 


ight of the World.—Lesson 36. 
oving Shepherd. —Lesson 37. 


IFE, — Lesson 38, 
Detroit, 


THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW CHART. 
BY ELI §, REINHOLD. 

[The following chart ehould be placed in skeleton on the 
blackboard, excepting the firat and second columns, con- 
taining the months and the numbers of the lessons, which 
should be given in full. By a series of simple questions 
the person conducting the review can obtain the subjects 
of the lessons with sufficient accuracy to place on the board 
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the “groupings” containing the quoted words and phrases. 
The school should then give the titles, the initial letters 
of which are then placed before the “groupings.” After 
recalling some of the facts of the lessons, as the review 
proceeds, the important lessons taught or duties im- 
pressed should be obtained from the school by questions, 
and put in the column marked “For Me.” The 
quoted words and phrases are taken from the Golden 
Texts of the lessons and are helpful in recalling those 
texts. After the lessons have been thus reviewed, the 
acrostic, “God in the flesh,” as shown in the groupings, 
may be made the basis of profitable closing remarks. | 





1875|No.) | Titles. | GROUPINGS, | For Me. 
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Mahanoy City, Penn. 
THIRD QUARTERLY REVIEW OUTLINE. 


BY J. C. W. C, 
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PHILADELPHIA, SEPTEMBER 11, 1875. 


NOTICES 


Mar uecriy ts for publication, and items of intelligence for this 
pa er.shou d be addressed to H Clay Cru obu.., Eliwr, THE 
SUNDAY 8CHOOL Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Unee epted manuscripts cannot be returned u legs their wr'ters 
make iequest accordingly, and inclose stamps for the postage, 
atthe time th y submit them. 


Let ers concerning subscriptions or advertisements should be 
addressed to John D Watries Busi: e@ Manager, THe SuNDAY- 
SCH OL Times, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


For terms of subscription, and for advertising rates, see Pup- 
LISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


H. CLAY TRUMBULL, EDITOR. 


IN assuming editorial charge of THE SonpaAy- 
ScHooL Times the undersigned has simply responded 
to a call upon him so clearly providential as to leave 
him no doubt as to his duty in the premises. He is 
aware that his will be no easy task, even to hold to 
the paper the many friends it has won and retained 
under the editorial direction of Professor Hart and 
Mr. Baker in the long years of its steady progress 
thus far; while to extend its scope and improve its 
conduct, in accordance with the growing demands of 
the rapidly advancing Sunday-school cause, will be 
possible only as God has a new work for this paper to 
perform, and gives sufficiency therefor to the hum- 
blest instrument of his choosing. In this, as in 
every department of God’s husbandry, “ neither is 
he that planreth anything, neither he that watereth ; 
but God that giveth the increase.” 

H, Cray TRUMBULL. 


In dropping from our columns the phrase “ For The 
8 wndav-school Timas,” at the head of original articles, 
we desire to have it understood that all matter which 
we publish is prepared expressly for this paper, un- 
leas credit to another source is in any instance dis- 
tinctly made. 


Tae sketches of “Our Bible Class,” by Mrs. 
Pinneo, of which we give the first in this number, 
will we think not only please the general reader by 
their vivacious style, but advantage teachers and 
scholars through their exhibit of what is, and their 
suggestions of what may be, in ordinary Bible-class 
work, 


ScHoots which have been intermitted since the 
first of August have certainly lost some of the most 
precious leswons of the year. Teachers would do 
well to run over them with their scholars on resum- 
ing th-ir class chairs, And these lessons should not 
be lost sight of on Review Sunday, even by schools 
which had a vacatin. 


Now is the time to plan for local Institutes and 
Normal-classes during the coming autumn and 
winter. The chief good which comes from the more 
prominent National or State Conventions and Assem- 
blies is to be shown in the smaller coaferences over 
home needs by the teachers of a few neighboring 
schuols, or of a single parish. Those who expect 
good only from the great gatherings will gain little 
from any. Each school can have its Normal-class; 
each village its Institute. 


THE appeal, reprinted on another page from The 
Christian Weekly, to every one desirous of a re- 
viving of true religion, not to wait for the work 
of Messrs. Moody and Sankey, but at once to “get 
a companion and begin” missionary effort from house 
to house, is one which our readers will do well to 
heed and act upon. Those who deliberately delay 
Christian activity until the coming of these evan- 
gelists will be worth but little as their co-workers 
when they are present. He who gives the Holy 
Spirit without measure unto his choicest represen- 
tatives will not deny a similar baptism to any who 
desire and in faith seek it, and who are ready to 
act in undivided consecration fur His glory and the 
salvation of souls, “Now is the accepted time” for 
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Christians to work and to trust, as well as for sinners 
to repent and be saved. 


SEVERAL changes in the classification of depart- 
ments and in the typographical arrangement of this 
p*per are made in its present issue, but none of these 
affect its size or form, and so break the unity of the 
volume for those who preserveits files for binding. As 
the various leason helps for the paper, including the 
Lesson Leaves, were arranged for 1875 at the opening 
of the year, no change is now atiempted in them. 
For 1876, however, in addition to the best aids 
hitherto given in these columns to those using the 
International Lessons, new helps are planned, in the 
hope of meeting more fully the wants of all superin- 
tendents, teachers, and scholars. As to the details of 
these plans, timely announcement will be made to 
our readers. 


THE retirement of Mr. I. Newton Baker from the 
editorship of this paper is the occasion of very warm 
and complimentary notices of him in the columns of 
the religious press generally. It is clear that he en- 
joyed in a high degree the confidence and esteem of 
his editorial co-workers. The Independent says of him 
pleasantly : 

‘With this week's issue of Toe SunpAy-scHooL, TIMES 
the editorial connection of I. Newton Baker ceases. So 
long has Mr. Baker been identified with this journ 1 that 
his retirement therefore will seam like a revolution. In 
bidding him an editorial farewell none can fail to feel re- 
gret. He has ever been a model editor. Clearness, 
courtesy, conscientiousness, and accurrsy have always 
marked his administration. The best wishes of hosts of 
friends follow him.” 


LESSONS FOR 1877. 

As the International Lessons must be agreed on in 
two continents before they are announced to the pub- 
lic, it is necessary forthe American Lesson Committes 
to be well in advance with its preliminary work on 
each year’s schedule. Accordingly this Committee 
met at Chicago on Tuesday and Wednesday of last 
week, to select the Lessons for 1877. There were 
present, Drs. Vincent, Hall, Randolph, Newton, 
Chapin, and Gibson, and Messrs. Gillett, Tyler, 
Jacobs, Tyng, and MacCallum—all of the members 
except Mr. Haven, who is absent in Enrope, The 
Lessons for the first six months of 1877 cover the 
history of the kingdom of Israel, from the division 
to the captivity, including the work of Elijah and 
Elisha, as recorded in First and Second Kings, to- 
gether with selections from Jonah, Hosea, and Amos, 
prophets of Israel. The course for the last half of 
the year completes the Acts of the Apostles, 

A public meeting was held on Wednesday evening, 
at Farwell Hall, where addresses were made by Drs. 
Randolph, Hall, and Vincent. Messrs. Jacobs and 
Farwell, and other prominent citizens of Chicago, did 
much to make this session of the Committee in every 
particular a pleasant one. 

Tt will be observed that the Committee returns, for 
1877, to the half yearly plan for the study of the Old 
and New Testaments. In this action the decided 
preference of the American Sunday-school commu- 
nity is undoubtedly met. The change from the 
quarterly arrangement for 1876 will be generally wel- 
comed in this country. 


“BE MINDFUL OF THE WORDS.” 
‘T is a good sign that the importance of both memo- 
rizing and understanding the words of Scripture 
is freshly emphasized in current Sunday-schvo!l dis- 
cussions, The very words of the Holy Spirit's choice 
in speaking to men are not to be improved on. They 
should be early fastened in every child’s mind. Yet 
each child is entitled to the Bible in his ver- 
nacular. It is not enough to give it to him in the 
original Hebrew and Greek. Indeed many words in 
common use about him have yet no meaning to him. 
They must be explained before they are the vehicles 
of thought to him. Until explained they are words 
of an unknown tongue. 

So far it would seem as if all should be agreed—as 
indeed they apparently are. Yet when some skilled 
Christian educators insist that a child should be 
helped to the meaning of particular Bible words be- 
fore he fastens them in his memory, the objection is 
made by others that it would be better to reverse the 
order and have the child memorize the passage at 
once, whether one-tenth or nine-tenths of the words 
are blind to him, in the expectation that he will find 
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out their meaning in the future. On this question of 
the order of work there is still an honest difference 
of opinion amongst intelligent Sunday-school writers 
and teachers. Much has been said and written on 
the subject of late, and now The I/nternational Lesson 
Monthly devotes no little space to it, and promises 
still farther contributions in future issues. This dis- 
cussion in a right spirit ought to be productive of 
good to all. But it should not be claimed by the ad- 
vocates of memorizing before understanding that 
those who would reverse this order propose to wait 
until a child has fathomed the spiritual depths of a 
Bible text before he commits it to memory. All that 
we understand them to ask is, that a child shall not 
be called to memorize senselessly—without a fair 
acquaintance with the meaning of the words em- 
ployed. For example, the words “God so loved the 
world” may be quite intelligible to the average child, 
but there are those who would not perceive that “the 
world” in this case means those who live in the world 
—the dwellers on the earth rather than the globe 
itself. The question for discussion is, Is it best to 
give the requisite explanation before or after mem- 
orizing? In fact,do these words of Paul apply in 
this case, or not? ‘So likewise ye, except ye utter 
by the tongue words easy to be understood, how shall 
it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into 
the air.” 


AFTER VACATION. 
HE summer vacation is over. Sunday-schools 
which were suspended during the hotter months 
are again in session, Officers and teachers who 
sought recreation in the mountains or by the sea- 
side are once more with their classes. Now comes 
the question, Was it wise to take this season of rest? 

Many zealous friends of the Sunday-school are op- 
posed to any intermission of the weekly sessions for 
Bible study. Many Sunday-schovls, even in the 
larger cities, have been continued throughout the 
summer. Many teachers have remained uafaitering 
at their posts. Oa the other hand, many conscien- 
tious Caristian workers were confident they would be 
the gainers by a brief season of rest and relaxation, and 
that their school would be resumed with re-invigorated 
life if its doors were closed for a few weeks, and all 
its members rested from their labors of weekly study 
in their accustomed places, In some schools the vote 
to continue or to intermit was carried by only a bare 
m»jority, and the members of the large minority were 
by no means convinced that the decision arrived at 
was a righteous one, 

Whe experiment having been tried, in the one case 
and the other, the point in question is now to be con- 
sidered in the light of subsequent results. If there is 
an advantage in a summer vacation, those schoo!s 
which have had it should disclose its benefits in con- 
trast with those which were not intermitted. If 
teachers really gained new strength and life through 
relaxation, their work for the next few mnths ought 
to prove this, Tae tonic of the sea-breeze and the 
mountain air ought to be manifest in every look and 
word of the returning teachers. The fruit of their 
meditation and private study ought to appear in the 
greater earnestness and deepened spirituality of those 
who have been apart from their classes for a season. 
Those who were at Winnepesaukee and Cnautauqua 
must prove in their hume Sanday-scho >»! work that 
the stimulating and instructive influences th+y there 
enjoyed were an advantage to them, or else confess 
that they failed to gain by the experiences of their 
best used vacation-life. No certificate which they re- 
ceived at the International Assembly will secure to 
them the increased confidence of their fellow teach- 
ers unless they show in their spirit and ways of work- 
ings that they have truly made progress while absent 
from their class- pulpits. 

Those again who remained at home and met their 
classes week by week, ought to have something to 
show fur these added Sundays of Bible-suudy and 
Christian influence, They ought to be more zealous, 
and firmer in faith, than their returning assoc'ates ; if 
indeed it is better to continue with their classes thaa 
to separate from them. Schools also which have not 
been disbanded ought to be better instructed, more 
efficiently organized, in smoother running-way, and 
have a purer spiritual atmosphere than those which 
were broken up during the summer months, If there 
is any gain in the one method over the other, it 
should be manifest in the results secured. In modes 
of working, asin the lives of workers, it is alway: true, 
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” Those who 
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believe in Sunday-school vacations, and those who 
oppose them, must feel that the comparative merits 
of their two methods are now on trial, and that many 
observers are asking: What advantage then hath 
the persevering worker? or what profit is there in 
vacations ? 


QUARTERLY REVIEWS 

N our plan of publishing the lesson helps two 

weeks in advance, for the benefit of our subscribers 
on the Pacific coast and in Europe, we give in 
this week’s paper the helps for the last Sunday in 
September—the day of quarterly review. Besides 
the notes of Dr. Ormiston, and Faith Latimer, our 
readers have before them review questions and sug- 
gestions from Mr. Atchioson, a review chart from 
Mr. Reinhold, and an ingenious alliterative grouping 
of the quarter’s lessons from an Iowa correspondent. 

These helps to review are in addition to all helps 
to the study of the lesson of Christ R jected —which 
is named by the International Lesson Committee as 
an extra or alternative exercise for the last Sunday in 
September. The two lessons should not be con- 
founded, They should not be counted as in any sense 
one. Their study should not be attempted together. 
If Christ Rejected is examined, it should be by itself. 
If a review is attempted, it should be a review—a re- 
examination of old lessons; not a fresh examination 
of new ones. Reviewing involves looking backward, 
not forward. The attempt to study a new lesson, 
however important its teachings, at the time a quar- 
terly review is undertaken is pretty sure to spoil the 
review, and not likely to be a success as an exercise 
of original study. Oae lesson at atime is as much 
as the ordinary teacher should attempt with his class, 
or the ordinary superintendent with his school. The 
Lesson Committee have come to clearly recognize 
this truth, and for 1876 no alternative lesson is named 
for Review Sunday, although a school is, of course, 
at liberty to igaore reviews and select its new lesson 
for that day. 

It is a pity that any school fuils of a full session of 
reviewing at least as often as once in three months. 
Reviewing both tests and fastens the truth taught. If 
a teacher cannot review, it is because he cannot 
teach. If he does not review, it is a matter of doubt 
if he has taught. If his scholars have learned any- 
thing through his teaching in the last three months, 
they ouzht to be able to show it, and he ought to be 
able to find itout. He owes it to both them and him- 
se'f to ascertain what they have learned, and to re- 
fresh their minds as to the more important truths 
they have passed over but forgotten. Oaly those 
schools and classes which are well reviewed are, as a 
rule, well taught. 

Too mach must not be attempted in reviewing. It 
would be folly to reiterate on Review Sunday all that 
has been taught in the twelve Sundays preceding. 
It is unwise to simply take up the quarter’s lessons 
in their order and look at them separately. They 
can better be reviewed as a whole, <A traveler as- 
cending & mountaia side notes the severa! hamlets, 
and streams, and cliffs, aad clumps of fo iage he 
passes; but on reaching a summit where he can look 
back over his path thus far, he takes in the whole 
scene below at a sweeping glance. He does not re- 
view it by looking deliberately at each separate point 
which hai an item of iaterest to him along his up- 
ward way. So with a quarter’s lessons in the Sun- 
day-school: they must be reviewed as a whole. The 
scholar will gain, fur iustance, a new understanding 
of the truths he has stuiied in the current quarter 
when he reviews the lessons collectively—considering 
whom they exhibit, in what character he is presented, 
what he offers, and to whom his proffers are extended. 
Twelve lessons can be profitably examined in the 
time ordinarily given to one lesson. Indeed a brief 
and c »mprehensive examination of this kind is to be 
desired in addition to any drilling im the repetition 
of Titles, Topics, Teachings, and Golden Texts of 
the lessons seriatim, where such work is attempted on 
R:view Sunday. Much of the good of reviewing is 
lost by those who attempt too much in the exercise, 
or who think that repetition and reviewing are iden- 
tical, 

The practical side of review teachings should not 
be lost sight of by the teacher. It is by no means 
enough for a scholar to have learned the facts of the 
lessons; nor yet for him to be aware that particular 
spiri'ual truths are taught in them. It is a great 
thing fur him to consider what bearing these facts 
and truths have on his individual condition and 
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needs. Review Sunday is peculiarly a time for bring- 
ing home these teachings to the scholars personally. 
To take, for example, the lessons of the quarter now 
closing; a superintendent or teacher might ask the 
scholars such questions as these: 

Q. If you do not see in the Bible the wonderful 
things which others say are there, what fitting prayer 
is given for your use in one of the golden texts? 

A, “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold won- 
drous things out of thy law.” 

Q. If you long to be a child of God, but find your- 
self helpless against sin, which of these texts brings 
you comfort from Jesus? 

A. ‘‘As many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God.” 

Q. If you are anxious as to the supply of your 
daily needs, which one has a promise for you? 

A. “ He shall feed his flock like a shepherd.” 

Q. Sappose you fear death, and shrink from the 
waiting grave, what word of cheer to you is there in 
another of these texts ? 

A, “TI will ransom them from the power of the 
grave; I will redeem them from death.” 

There is enough in each quarter’s lessons of the 
International Series to occupy fully a session of the 
Sunday-school, both in the class and from the desk. 
Whatever elaborate methods with the use of charts or 
blackboard are employed—and many of these have 
no little value in the hands of a wise leader—there 
should be a simple, comprehensive, practical review 
of the twelve lessons as one, for the benefit of the en- 
tire school and of the several classes. The growth in 
popularity of such reviewing is a sign of true advance- 
ment in methods of correct teaching in our Sunday- 
schools, 


IN A NUTSHELL. 


R. BAKER is finding rest and fresh breezes at Mt. 
Desert, Maine. 
—Dr. Vincent has one word more to say about re- 
views. “That word is: Review.” 


—When there is anything like an agreement as to what 
is meant by “a good Sunday-school library book,” it will 
be easy to find books of that sort. 

—If a teacher has not the love of hia scholars, they are 
not alone to blame. It is his duty to be loved by those 
given into his charge. He must not be satisfied short of 
this. 

—The new and splendid Christian College for Women, 
at Wellesley, Mass., is already filled. May the eyes of 
the Lord be open toward that house night and day, even 
as his name is clearly written there! 

—That the work of bringing all Sunday-schools to the 
study of one Bible lesson is not yet accomplished, is shown 
in the fact that only one-half of the Sunday-schools of 
Ohio are reported as using lessons of the International 
Seriex. 

—It is reported that the Lesson Committee had a warm 
time at their Chicago conference. At least six doctors of 
divinity were seen with their coats off in the progress of 
discussion. But they cooled down at sunset, and parted 
amicably. 

—“ Mamma,” said a little girl in this city—when she 
was looking for a childish treasure she had mislaid—“ I 
think God will help us find it if we ask him. So I’ll pray, 
and you hunt.” That showed a fitting appreciation of 
faith and works. 


—A writer in the Richmond Hera/d explains that the 
“Tomahawk Baptist Church” got its name from a toma- 
hawk buried near its site, at the making of a treaty of 
peace with the Indians, and not from its spiritually 
aggressive character. “a 

—The lack of preparation for prayer is named by The 
Eraminer and Chronicle as one of the causes of long and 
pointless prayers in public. “When a man knows what 
he wants to pray for, he does not have to ramble over a 
wide field of verbiage in search of subjects.” 

—Al\though The Baptist Teacher doesn’t know what are 
the plans of Dr. Robert Lowry—author of “Shall we 
Gather at the River’ and many another popular Sunday- 
school air—now that he leaves his college professorship, 
it is very sure that “he will have music wherever he 
goes.” 

—It is the Presbyterian Sabbath-School Visitor which is 
responsible for the story, that when a teacher asked her 
class, “Why did Pharaoh kill the boy-babies of the 
Hebrews, and not the girls?” a self-satisfied little girl was 
quick to reply: “ Becanse boys are so much worse than 
girls.” 





—A Chicago secular paper thinks that a “revival of 
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honesty” is more important just now than “a revival of 
religion.” It is certainly a good plan for thieves to stop 
stealing; but is there any valid objection to a man’s 
serving God in all things, if he is led to see the importance 
of so doing? 

—The Connecticut Advisory Board of the Centennial 
Commission has named a Committee to promote the 
representation of Sunday-schools, and Sunday-school fur- 
niture and apparatus, at the International Exhibition 
next year. John E. Searles, Jr., is very properly chair- 
man of this committee. 

—Marshall S. Scudder, of Boston, recently deceased, 
was hardly more widely known and esteemed as a sub- 
stantial busineas man than as a pleasing and effective 
speaker to children. His was a welcome face at gather- 
ings of the little ones and their friends, and he will be 
long remembered lovingly by them. 

—The good things from Chautauqua are now being re- 
hearsed by the delegates in home meetings and local con- 
ventions. Of that Assembly it may be said, as of the 
Newark National Convention, by the Irish representa- 
tive there, “When this meeting has done it has just be- 
gun, and we get the most of it when we are through with 
it.” 

—The editor of The Morning Watch is in earnest in in- 
sisting that every member of the church should attend 
both the Sunday-school and the prayer-meeting. He 
says that “those who cannot should be pitied ; those who 
do not should be visited and prayed for, and those who 
will not should first be admonished, and then—then ‘try 
what virtue there is in stones.’” 

—“ What do you think is a proper length for a sermon 
under ordinary circumstances?” is the question now pro- 
pounded to its correspondents by The Congregationalist 
—the answers to be given in the next “ Broadside” of 
that paper. That the length of a sermon should depend 
somewhat on the weather is the opinion of those who have 
attended church through the month of August. 

—“T don’t believe as you do, but I send my children 
to Sunday-school,” said a countryman in Connecticut to a 
Christian worker who gave him a word of counsel as to 
the care of hia family. “I can’t do much for my children ; 
but when they grow up what they learn at Sunday-schvol 
will come back and harrass them.” That man had the 
right idea of Sunday-school influence, even if his state- 
ment of it was not in conventional phrase. 


WAYS OF WORKING. 


ARDLY any method of closing a Sunday-schoo} 

session secures greater quiet and a more devout 

spirit on the part of teachers and scholars, as they 

separate, than the plan of a brief season of silent 

prayer—all remaining witn bowed heads—followed 

by a few sentences of audible prayer from the super- 
intendent, as the last exercise of the hour. 


The teacher who will deliberately be absent from 
his class without furnishing a substitute, seems to 
have little or no regard for his scholars, his superin- 
tendent, his school, or his work. Yet several teachers 
were thus absent—only last Sunday. That is their 
way of working—or of failing to work. 


A sure way of runving down the attendance at a 
Sunday-school missionary meeting—or any other ser- 
vice fur the children—is to have speech-making its 
leading feature. Children want an active part ia ex- 
ercises for their benefit. Meetings where they have 
no questions to answer, no recitations to give, no re- 
sponses to make, they want to keep clearof. And 
why shouldn’t they ? 


“ Doesn’t this atteation to methods of work inter- 
fere with true spirituality?” asked a teacher, at a 
conference of workers who were consulting as to the 
best ways of studying and teaching. ‘‘ Not unless 
there is some superior sanctity in slovenliness,” was 
the leader’s reply. Certainly no man gains in spirit- 
uality by merely doing bis work in an unmethodiecal, 
shiftless manner. ‘“‘ The best way is as good as any.” 


Teachers are sure to be quite as lax as their super- 
intendent. They ought not to claim an indulgence for 
themselves they would deny to him. The dSunday- 
school Worker, of Wilmington, Del., says that a su- 
perintendent in that city is accustomed to give his 
teachers permission to stay away from Sunday-school 
as often as he does, and to be as often tardy as he is. 
As he has not been five minutes behind time in 
twenty-seven years, and never absent save when sick 
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or out of town—and then it is to be hoped he supplied 
his own substitute—he would seem to be a safe guide 
80 far. 


An earnest and sensible Christian worker visited a 
small Sunday-school in a quiet country parish, as he 
was off on hissummer travels. As he sat there, a looker- 
on, he noticed a teacher’s faulty way with his class, and 
he was sure if that teacher knew of his fault he 
would be glad to try and correct it. Accordingly the 
visitor inquired of another as to the teacher’s name, 
and some weeks later he sat down at his home and 
wrote a kind and loving Christian letter to that 
teacher pointing out the fault and suggesting the 
mode and probable results of its correction. Was 
not that a proper and faithful way of dealing with a 
Christian brother? 


In this illustration The Independent suggests the 
pregnant thought, that the less noise there is in a 
Sunday-school the more there is of power; and on the 
other hand, noise and jar there tell not of force 
but of friction : 

The visitor at the United States Mint in Philadelphia 
is interested in a huge steam engine, which plays so 
noiselessly that were it not visibly moving he would 
scarce be aware of its presence. It teaches the lesson 
that immense forces may move on in quietness. Thus 
are the uninterrupted movements of Nature. It is only 
when violence is done that noise occurs. Our schools 
should aim at this quiet efficiency. The first requisite is 
a self-poised, quiet superintendent. He will illustrate 
the whole matter. Then a few kind reminders and a fair 
stock of patience will complete the work, and our great 
schools will move on as noiselessly and yet as powerfully 
as this great engine. 


It is generally admitted that the morning is the 
better time for a Sunday-school session ; but the diffi- 
culty is to secure a seasonable hour for the school 
and not interfere with the sanctuary service—which 
so commonly is fixed at about 10.30 a.m. The Pres- 
byterian Church at Burgettstown, Pennsylvania, 
meets this difficulty by giving to its Sunday-school 
the time from 10 to 11.15 A.M., and opening its sanc- 
tuary service at 11.30. The plan works well. Of 
course the Sunday-school is there counted one of the 
church services. It is controlled by the session. 
Every elder is in the school as teacher or scholar. 
The pastor is uniformly present in charge of a large 
Bible-class, and he closes the school session with a 
brief review of the lesson—rarely of more than three 
to five minutes in length. The school has a member- 
ship of nearly three hundred, with an average atten- 
dance of two hundred. The monthly Sunday-school 
Concert is a service of social prayer and conference 
over the interests of the school. 


The address by Mr. Ferris on “ Personal Benefits 
of Giving,” on another page of this paper, is of 
interest not only for its spirit and matter, but as 
an illustration of method in both work and 
speech. It shows how and why children should 
give, and how to talk to them about giving. Mr. 
Ferris has brought his own Sunday-school—that 
of the Fourteenth Street Presbyterian Church, New 
York City,—to a high standard of Christian 
beneficence, and the school at Olivet Chapel, before 
which he gave this address, has an efficient mission- 
ary organization under the presidency of Mr. Frank- 
lin Allen. The plan of Mr. Allen, referred to by Mr. 
Ferris, to enable even the poorest scholar to bring 
something to the Lord’s treasury, includes the use of a 
ticket on colored card- board, of which this is a fac simile: 





Such a ticket is given each Sunday to every pupil 
who commits to memory the golden text, selected 
verses, and central truth, or topic, of the day’s lesson. 
‘These tickets have heretofore been redeemed in the 
school by their equivalent in testaments, hymn-books, 
and illuminated cards, at the choice of the scholars. 
They are now also received at their representative 
value in the missionary collections, that each scholar 
may by faithfulness in study secure the means to a 


participation in intelligent giving—as unto the Lord. 
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TORKERS IN COUNCIL 
WORKERS ID CIL. 
{Information for this department—including early reports of Con- 
ventions, Institutes, Normal-classes, and Teachers’ Associations—will 
be thankfully received. | 
a 


CONVENTION CALENDAR. 


Virginia, State, at RICMMONA «0.0... ccccccccecessereseeeesseeeeeesOCt. 6, 1875. 
Eighth National, of Scotland, at Paisley.......+..-......-Oct. 7, 8, 1875, 
Vermont, State, OF Barsze. .......0..0cccccccssssecssccescceccecececees Oct 18, 1875. 
Kansas, State, at Fort SCOtt.........cccccsccsscceseeeereeseeees Oct. 26 28, 1875, 
Biennial First-Day School Conference of Friends in 

America, at Philadel phia............ccccescesee-esseseseresenees Nov. 6, 1875, 
New Jersey, State, at Somerville...............sccesessseeeees Noy, 9-11, 1875. 


NEBRASKA STATE CONVENTION, 

HE aunual convention of Nebraska Sunday-school 

workers, was held this year at Lincoln, beginning 
Wednesday morning, August 18, and continuing into 
Friday evening. Among the newer States, there is, 
perhaps, none where the Sunday-school workers are 
better organized, or where they work with greater 
harmony than in Nebraska; and the report of this 
year’s convention, in The State Journal, indicates that 
there is no present likelihood of the State losing its 
good name so far. Oa the first day there were in atten- 
dance fully seventeen hundred people, arriving from 
Nebraska City and intermediate points, from Seward, 
and from Omaha. The morning session was spent 
profitably in discussing various topics under the gen- 
eral head of Sabbath-school workers, and in list- 
ening to President J. M. McKenzie’s address on re- 
tiring from his office. 

The President reminded the convention that the 
field of labor before its members during the year had 
been vast in extent. Every settlement in the whole 
area of over 70,000 square miles in the State had 
needed the inspiration of the warm-hearted Sabbath- 
school worker. And the following statistics show 
that such inspiration has not been denied, Last year 
there were only nine organized counties in the State ; 
there are now twenty-two. There are 729 schools in 
successful operation, comprising 5,118 officers and 
teachers, and 29,787 scholars ; giving a total Sabbati- 
school membership of 34,905 persons. And 416 per- 
sons have been received from the Sabbath-school as 
members of Christian churches. 

It will thus be seen that the result of the past year 
is truly gratifying. And as such result has been 
wrought out under discouraging circumstances, it 
shows more than ever what may be expected in the 
future. It had been hoped to canvass every county 
and so to reach the more than ten thousand inhabi- 
tants in the State. ‘“ But,” says President McKenzie, 
“during the year our people were called upon to pass 
through the furnace of sfiliction; for a time a cloud 
of gloom rested over the State like a dark pall. Every 
interest, temporal and spiritual, seemed completely 
paralyzed, and we now look back upon the past eight 
months as some terrible dream; only we know the 
experience has been too much of a reality. We 
humbly accept the calamity as a lesson from the 
Divine Father to teach us our dependence on him for 
our daily bread; and now that the lesson has been 
impressed, we again see the same hand pouring upon 
us such an abundancé as we have scarcely ever before 
witnessed. During all these dark hours the work of 
gathering in the children for Jesus has gone steadily 
forward. Still the field has not all been occupied. 
There are sixty counties in the State, and 80,000 
children of school age, and a population of at least 
240,000. Christian worker, does not your heart feel 
sad when you know that less than 50,000 persons, or 
about one out of every five, are found in the Sabbath- 
school? Well may we say with the Saviour, ‘The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few.’” 

At the opening of the afternoon session of Wed- 
nesday, the President elect, Col. R. H. Wilbur, made 
a few introductory remarks. Among the topics dis- 
cussed were: Literature for the School, Music, and 
Is not the blackboard an essential help ? 

In the evening E. D. Jones, of St. Louis, gave an 
address on Our Sabbath-school Wants. He be- 
lieved that more religion and less machinery is to be 
desired in the schools; also an improvement in their 
entire working force. The pastor should be identified 
with the Sunday-school ; so should the parents of the 
scholars, and indeed the whole church membership. 
The various needs of this institution give room for 
all the ordinary and all the extraordinary talent to 
be found in the church ; and Sunday-school effort 
tends to make the best and the wisest workers both 
better and wiser. 

On Thursday morning the Senior Class, the Inter- 
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mediate Class, and the Primary Class came up for 
discussion. A delightful children’s meeting occupied 
the afternoon. In the evening an experience meet- 
ing was led by E D. Jones, and the Bible was con- 
sidered under the three heads: The Word taught; 
The Word understood ; The Word spiritually applied. 

What can the Sabbath-school do.for the Church? 
and What can the Church do for the Sabbath-school ? 
were the topics of Friday morning. In response to 
an invitation, a committee was appointed to attend 
the Kansas State Convention at Fort Scott, in Oc- 
tober. For the ensuing year, Col. R. H. Wilbur, of 
Omaha, is president, and M. Ricketts, of Lincoln, re- 
cording secretary ; while I. P. Gage, of Fremont, the 
efficient statistical secretary of the current year, is 
re-elected to his position. 


MACON COUNTY (ILL.) CONVENTION. 


FLY-SHEET report of the Macon County Sun- 
day-school Convention—held at Harristown, 
Ill., August 19 and 20—brings to us a good sketch 
of the discussions and addresses of the several sessions 
of the Convention. “What is the work of the Sab- 
bath-school; mentally, socially, spiritually ?” was the 
first theme considered. In the discussion of this it 
was suggested that the intellectual work of the Sun- 
day-school is chiefly in the bringing scholars to the 
study of the Scriptures; that its social work is to 
gather rich and poor, old and young, without regard 
to denominational lines, in pleasant mutual relations, 
learning together God’s will and plans, and man’s 
duty and privileges; that its spiritual work is through 
its influence on teachers and scholars, its help to the 
ministry, its service to the Church at large, and its 
power over the unevangelized community. One 
speaker testified that the personal example of his 
godly Sunday-school teacher was the means of lead- 
ing him to forsake his sins. Another now had joy 
in the treasures of the 119th Psalm, although the 
memorizing of it originally was a most distasteful 
task. 

How to teach; Shall teachers be confined, in class 
work, to the assigned verses of the lesson? How shall 
we teach our boys so that when they become men 
their influence shall be for Christ? and How shall we 
best attain the spiritual results we expect? were 
among the more practical topics of discussion. Bright 
and earnest thought was evoked in the progress of 
the debates. “Any man or woman,” said one, “who 
cannot spend some time each day in Bible study, 
cannot make a respectable Christian, to say nothing 
of Sabbath-school teaching.” ‘‘ We must be cheer- 
ful yet serious,” said another. “A spirit of levity 
in the Sabbath-school should be condemned.” “‘ There 
is too much fault-finding and too little co-operation,” 
is a remark applicable to Christians cutside of the 
Sunday-school in other fields than Macon County, 
Illinois, 

From an exceptionally instructive essay on the 
trite theme of the Sunday-school institution, by the 
Rev. N.S. Haynes, we give extended extracts here- 
with: 

ORIGIN OF SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 

To place your fingers upon the exact time and place 
when and where the Sunday-school originated, may not 
be any easy task. It is customary to speak of them as 
exclusively of recent origin. The idea has gained cur- 
rency that Sunday-schools are the result of the superior 
wisdom and sagacity of modern times. But as the sub- 
ject is more carfeully examined, the sentiment is daily 
gaining ground thatthe Sunday-school idea had its origin 
much further back than in the public efforts of Charles 
Borromeo, in the sixteenth century, or Robert Raikes, in 
the eighteenth. 

As we search the records of the primitive Church, and 
inquire critically after Apostolic teaching and practice, 
we shall undoubtedly find, to our astonishment, per- 
haps, something very much like the Sunday-school of 
our own time. The Sunday-school idea is most clearly 
prominent. It is true that Church history is not over- 
flowing with facts upon the question, yet it is sufficiently 
full, The New Testament is not prodigal in its testimony 
in regard to its conduct, and yet the outlines of the in- 
stitution are drawn there. Early Church history, when 
it testifies, places the weight of all its evidence in favor 
of the institution. The Lord’s day meetings of the 
Apostolic Church were not simply gatherings of men 
and women, the young were there as well ; and the very 
young were not forgotten in the holy ministries of the 
sacred day. The elders or other leading members of the 
primitive congregations, taking their example from the 
synagogue practice, taught the young and the old “the 
words of this life.’ And in all the churches of the 
saints, specially where they were largely converts from 
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Judaism, the general custom was to call the attention of 
the entire body to some one special portion of the word 
of God. Thus it appears, plainly, that the 
Sunday-school in its substantial equivalent, was found 
in the primitive Church, and that it was a field wherein 
all the activity and enthusiasm of the entire congrega- 
tion could be used in building up the Church of God. 


Sketching the origin of modern Sunday-schools 
under Robert Raikes, the essayist considered 


THE GROWTH OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL IDEA, 


The growth of the Sunday-school idea, like all other 
growths, has been gradual. The full-panoplied system 
of the Sunday-schools of to-day was not the product of an 
hour. Acentury has almost gone since Robert Raikes 
toiled in Gloucester, and more than three centuries have 
passed away since Charles Borromeo, the nephew of 
Pope Pius 1V., established similar schools in Milan, and 
among the wildest regions of the Alps. 

By contrast, the immense distance between the then and 
now of Sunday-schools, can be clearly seen. Then the 
little ragged, sun-burned, and desperately ugly children 
of the city of Gloucester, were the almost 3ole attend- 
ants of these schools; then the teachers went to work, 
the hired laborers of a man of means; then the educated 
people, the well-dressed and well-fed, laughed at the idea 
of helping these little ones and the Lord in this way; 
then primers and spellers were the principal books used 
—the Bible scarcely being used in the schools. But now 
the children of the rich and the poor are found upon the 
same platform, the teachers work for the love they have 
to God and “little children’ and youths; the rich give 
of their abundance to sustain them and the poor of their 
hearts to keep them strong, and the Bible, at least in 
profession, is made the only text-book, and the study of 
its pages is declared to be the supreme object of all. 

As a modern institution the Sunday-school system was 
certainly feeble enough at its beginning. No Church 
would take it under its control or patronage. Individual 
men and women fostered what little strength it had, un- 
aided by the organized religionists of the British Empire. 
But Raikes was not discouraged. He put the idea into 
a form which was distinguishable by ‘‘ limb and shape.”’ 
His teachers he hired; but in 1788 he made so much of 
an impression on the wealthy people of the realm, that 
he wrote to a friend as follows: ‘‘ At Windsor the ladies 
of fashion pass their Sandays in teaching the poorest 
children.” 


After outlining the progress of “the Sunday-school 
idea” until now its power is manifest throughout 
Christendom, and its value in all efforts at evangeliz- 
ing is recognized by the leading missionary organiza- 
tions, denominational and unsectarian, Mr. Haynes 
had this to say of its 


GENERAL INFLUENCE. 


And who has yet swept with his vision the wide, wide 
field of the general influence of the Sunday-school upon 
the religious world? Who can say that it is not one of 
the potent agencies of God in bringing about the complete 
unity of his people in the earth? May be it is one of the 
signs from heaven, to teach the true disciples of Christ 
the way to higher, grander, and more united efforts in 
extending Messiah’s kingdom. Christians ought to be 
able to ‘‘ discern the signs of the times.’’ This movement 
in behalf of Sunday-schools seems to be oneof them. A 
few years since, some good men, who “ feared God,’’ pre- 
pared a programme of subjects which they desired should 
be made the burden of special prayer throughout the 
world during the first week in the New Year. This was 
the origin of what is now known as the week of prayer. 
They urged all Christians in every land to unite their 
petitions in behalf of the particular questions. Now 
what did all this mean? Multitudes did not know what 
it meant ; hence they made it a subject of ridicule. Other 
multitudes, however, looked upon it as a ‘‘sign from 
heaven ;’’ and they prayed. It was one attempt at united 
effort on the part of the people of God. It meant this: 
There is division ; there must be unity or we perish. It 
was one of the signs of the times ; it was the red signal of 
distress ; it was a travail pain that presaged the birth toa 
grander and more united life of the dear children of God. 

Take another case, the Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation. When these institutions were proposed, how 
many said: ‘‘ This is the device of the devil !’’ Heartless 
sectarians said, ‘‘ If these associations prosper, down goes 
the temple of Diana, and the silver shrines we have made 
for ‘our views’ will be no longer valuable.”’ And they 
were opposed most vigorously. But what is the result? 
Now there is scarcely a city or town of any consequence 
in this land where they are not. Earnest Christian young 
men, united ina common work, are found everywhere 
battling against intemperance and vice of every kind, 
holding prayer meetings in unwonted places, filling dark 
dens with sweet songs, and raising up to a new life the 
degraded and sinful. 

And this is one of the ‘signs of the times.’’ It was 
found that no religious party could or would do a tithe 
of the work to be done. Denominational jealousies, 
like hungry wolves, were on the track of everything not 
begun by “‘ our party,” or ‘‘ourchurch.’”’ Hence it was 
proposed to unite under the name Christian, and the as- 





sociations were called ‘‘ Christian Associations.’ And 
these associations were not due to the enthusiasm of a 
single, a lone heart; thousands were waiting and when 
the signal was given they were ready. 

Now what does al] this mean? God’s hand is most cer- 
tainly in all these movements. They are ‘‘ signs from 
heayen.”’ It seems that the power and providence of God 
are sweeping all the religious denominations into one 
common Bible study. The nearly unanimous call for a 
‘* National series of Bible lessons’ for Sunday-schools, is 
in demonstration of this. This call is not by the voice of 
one, but of multitudes. 


OTHER GATHERINGS. 

HE annual meeting of the Warren County Sunday- 

school Association at Oxford, New Jersey, on the 
25th of August, is reported as one of the best meet- 
ings ever held in the county. The subjects considered 
were practical, and their discussion was participated 
in by some of the most experienced workers in that 
county and from beyond. The statistical reports pre- 
sented showed that at least four thousand children 
and youth in Warren County, of average Sunday- 
school age, are yet outside of the pale of Sunday- 
school instruction. This fact impressed those present 
with a sense of the need of united and systematic mis- 
sionary work to secure the completer evangelizing of 
their home field. 

A special Sunday-school Convention for the Beaver 
Association of Baptist churches of Pennsylvania and 
Ohio is called for September 30, at the Baptist Church 
in Achor, Ohio. The next regular semi-annual Con- 
vention is to meet May 10, in Sharon, Penn. 


PROGRESS OF THE KINGDOM. 


—When ye see these things come to pass, know ye that the King- 
dom ot God is nigh at hand 


cinsiadiiineaie 
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HE Chinese Mission School, at Portland, Oregon, 
begins its second year prosperously. The Chi- 
nese preacher in charge has a night school number- 
ing thirty-five, of whom fourteen are hopeful con- 
verts, 


—The good work of illustration carried on by 
The Christian Weekly is applied in the number for 
August 28 to the Chautauqua Assembly, bringing 
before the eye, in an especially interesting way, those 
novel features, the Oriental house and the model of 
Palestine. The artist, Frank Beard, gives also a 
ludicrously truthful exhibit of the Assembly as caught 
in a shower. ; 


—Contributions are asked by The Christian (Lon- 
don) “ toward a parcel of presents making up for the 
classes in Mr, Moody’s Sunday-school. Six hundred 
articles, with short letters attached, are now ready, 
and six hundred more are wanted to make the parcel 
complete. The letters should consist of a simple 
gospel appeal, including two or three texts of Scrip- 
ture, and perhaps relating some incident or instance 
of God’s converting power, known by the writer.” 

—The English Sunday-schoo!l intelligence naturally 
consists largely just now of accounts of summer festi- 
vals, picnics, or “‘ treats,” as they are there called. These 
are thorough out-of-door affairs, in the sturdy English 
sense. Zhe Sunday-school Chronicle tells of this way 
of keeping order at the “treat” of St. Giles’s Chris- 
tian Mission, recently held at Sheerness-on-Sea, five 
or six hundred children being present: “ One feature 
worthy of notice was the section banners. Twenty- 
two small banners, each bearing a different number, 
were carried by some of the bigger boys, and each 
child had a section card given to him or her, which 
they attached to their clothes, and they followed im- 
mediately behind the banner whose number corres- 
ponded with the number on their card; and so by 
dividing the children into sections of about twenty- 
five boys or girls, the teachers were able to manage 
them well all day.” 

—An admirable digest of the report of that well- 
known worker, Pasteur N. Weiss, French Sunday- 
school missionary agent, eoncerning the work in 
Paris, is printed in The Sunday-school Chronicle. The 
report, according to The Chronicle, presents a more 
complete view “than anything that has yet been 
written on the subject.” In 1865 Paris and its envi- 
rons had only thirty-five schools, as against eighty 
now. Nine of these have been added within a year, 
and the number of scholars at present is more than 
7,000, with from 600 to 700 teachers, The schools 
are managed on the basis of a careful register of 
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scholars, and absences are closely followed up by 
teachers or superintendents. The average weekly 
attendance in the cooler months is about four-fifths 
of the number on the rolls, with a considerable falling 
off during the Summer, so that the year’s average is 
about two-thirds. The singing ‘“‘ has made very 
great progress,” which is due in many cases to spe- 
cial-singing meetings. In some schools “the music 
is learned, like the lessons for the Sunday, during the 
week.” Early in the work the superintendents were 
largely pastors, which “ made it often a difficult matter 
to obtain childlike explications,’”—superintendent’s 
reviews, i. ¢, “The pastors, being accustomed to 
preach or to catechize often, introduced this habit in 
the Sunday-school, and their explications became 
like little sermons or catechizings.” ‘‘The pastors,” 
however, “ being surrounded with business, have put 
laymen at the head of some schools. Those having 
nothing of the special habits of the pastors, their ex- 
plications were often more appropriate to the child- 
ren, and so it came to pass that many pastors having 
experienced the success of a more simple method 
(the matter has also been several times discussed in 
our quarterly teachers’ meetings), tried to change 
their former custom; and if to-day you enter the 
Sunday-school at the special moment of the general 
explication, you may often hear very nice practical 
speeches which have no analogy with a sermon.” 
“The use of the blackboard is yet entirely unknown.” 
and the report hopes for its introduction, as also that 
of “large, good Bible engravings,” thus providing 
“for the little ones the instruction by sight.” Adult 
classes are rare in Paris, though more common in 
the south of France. Normal-classes are unusual in 
the entire country. The necessity for “ preparatory 
meetings” is generally admitted, but many schools 
are yet without them. Giving in the schools is 
making some progress, though it does not yet extend 
much beyond the schools’ own needs, At first few 
would even subscribe to a magazine, but the little 
Feuille de Dimanche has now quite a good circulation. 
Some special charities have been received spon- 
taneous aid from some of the schools. Mission schools 
are- making considerable progress. There are now 
twelve in Paris, and ten elsewhere in France. Nearly 
1,000 Roman Catholic children are in the Protestant 
Sunday-schools of Paris. The International Lessons 
have not been adopted as yet. A series by the period- 
ical referred to above are followed by many schools. 
“The answers are also generally satisfactory, some- 
times striking. Once I asked: ‘What is faith?’ 
Answer : ‘ To believe what we cannot see.’ ” 

—A young Norwegian, converted at one of Mr. 


Moody’s early meetings in England, has started the 
first Sunday-school ever opened in Northern Norway. 





OTHER CHURCH WORK. 


REVIVAL in the Baptist churches of Atlanta, 
Ga., has resulted in the accession at the last 
communion of ninety-eight members to the Second 
Church (142 since Jan. 1), and in sixty and fifty ac- 
cessions respectively to the Fifth and First churches. 
—Revival meetings conducted under Baptist auspices 
at Moawequa, Ill., under the direction of the Rev. B. 
F. Humphrey, the Springfield, Lil., evangelist, have 
resulted in fifty-two hopeful conversions, and in 
thirty accessions to the Baptist Church.—Special in- 
terest is reported in the First Baptist Church at 
Olney, Ill. 
—Good fruit of the revival at St. Johnsbury, Vt., 
and in other Vermont towns, continues to be reported. 
About forty have come to Christ under Methodist 


«| Episcopal efforts at Walden, and there is much inter-. 


est, with several conversions, at South Walden. At 
North Concord “a new class of upwards of twenty 
members” has been organized. The St. Johnsbury 
M. E. Church is improving the summer to put in fur- 
naces and gas, indicating one phase of godliness is 
profitable for the life that now is.—Sixty-one acces- 
sions are reported to the Hillsborough, Oregon, M. E. 
charge, and twenty-seven to the Taylor Street M. E. 
Church, Portland, Oregon.—More than seventy con- 
versions were reported at the Mt. Tabor Camp-meet- 
ing, Denville, N. J., more than twenty of which oc- 
cured at the young people’s meeting alone. 

—Under the labers of the Rev. Mr. Burkhead, 
evangelist of the Presbytery of Cherokee, Ga., seventy- 
five accessions are reported at Roswell, eight at Mars’s 
Hill, and eight at Bethesda.— The Independent sum- 
marizes large accessions to Presbyterian churches 





during “last year” as follows: “The following Pres- 
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byterian churches received a hundred or more mem- 
bers on profession of faith last year: Dr. Talmage’s, 
Brooklyn, 238; Mr. Lawson’s, Oxford, Pa, 138; Mr. 
Chichester’s, Altoona, Pa., 113; Mr. Miller’s, Phila- 
delphia, 112; Mr. Corbett’s, Chefuh, China, 110; Dr. 
Booth’s, New York, 108; Mr. Ferrier’s, Mauch Chunk, 
Pa., 106; Mr. Moore’s, Maeomb, IIl., 103; and Mr. 
Simpson’s, Louisville, Ky.,101, Thirty other churches 
had sixty or more accessions on profession.” 


—A revival under Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion work at Aurora, Ill., has resulted in more than 
100 hopeful conversions, Similar efforts were more 
than filling the largest church at Brownstown, so that 
resort had to be had to the Court-house. 


—The Godward looking of 757-8 still animates the 
Fulton Street, New York, prayer-meeting, as these 
extracts from The Witness’s report of recent meetings 
indicate : 

“Your prayers for our Sunday-school here in Stam- 
ford, Conn., which we requested last week, have been 
answered, for on Sunday nine souls were converted to 
God.’ . . . A mother writes: “ Pray for my boy, my 
only child. I gave him to God as soon as he was born, 
and it is my daily prayer that he may come to his 
Saviour.”’ Another [brother] asked prayer for the 
conversion of his father eighty-five years old, and yet not 
saved. . . . ‘Il implore your prayers for seventy never- 
dying souls, Most of them are intemperate, ruining soul 
and body, bringing loved ones with sorrow to the grave.” 
' . A letter to-day from three young ladies, pupils in 
a school of two hundred scholars, asking friends to pray 
that many of their schoolmates may be saved. Several 
are under conviction, and a great interest has been excited 
in religious matters. . . The requests were very nu- 
merous, asking prayer for friends passing through deep 
waters, for souls estranged from God, for churches cold 
and dead, and for victims of intemperance, whose name 
is legion, for indeed they are many. 


Mr. Platt, the Brooklyn, N. Y., Methodist preacher, 
who believes himself to have been miraculously 
cured of lameness, and who is to publish a pamphlet 
giving the particulars, was present at a recent Fulton 
Street prayer-meeting, where, according to The Wit- 
ness, he made substantially this statement: He was 
kicked in the left knee by a horse twenty-five years 
ago, hurt his right knee against a dry-goods box five 
years ago, and was recently attacked by sciatica. In 
consequence he had not for years been able to walk 
more than half a mile, nor lately more than two 
blocks, and that with the help of canes and with 
great suffering. Five weeks ago two women visited 
him at a camp-meeting, one of whom—an intelligent 
and deeply pious woman—said she was sent of God 
to tell him he could be cured. He hesitated, argued, 
asked an intimation that it was God’s will, felt at 
last “Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst,” and, on the 
woman’s kneeling and praying for him with a hand 
on either knee, felt a bracing sensation, believed, 
rose, and walked. He used a cane occasionally for 
weeks, but, feeling that it was of no use to him if the 
cure was complete, has laid it by. “It is,” he said, 
“a joy to walk now, but the delightful spiritual ex- 
perience I have enjoyed is more glorious yet, and | 
bless God for it,” 


--The Rev. G R. Thornton, rector of St. Nicholas 
Church, Nottingham, Evg., who recently published 
in The Pathway of Power a statement that a personal 
friend of his, afflicted with inveterate stammering, had 
been greatly helped through “ faith in the Lord Jesus 
as able even to subdue this thing unto himself,” ex- 
plains in a recent number of The Christian World 
that he “intended iu no way to refer to the subject 
of healing without the y,¢ of ordinary means,” and 
that the friend “is at pre ent by no means perfectly 
free from this impediment.” The person, however, 
is able truly to say: “If the Lord should show me 
it is his will that [should remain a stammerer, I am 
quite willing.” Mr. Thornton feels, therefore, that 
the marked improvement, while not a miracle aside 
from the use of means, falls within the assurance: 
“ And this is the confidence that we have in him, 
that, if we ask anything according to his will, he 
heareth us,” 

—London hasa “ House of Faith,” for boarders 
and out-patients having diseases supposed to be in- 
curable, The use of medicine and surgery is not 
prohibited, but prayer is the central reliance. Its 
supporters believe “ that the gifts of healing are still 
exercised in the Christian Church where there is 
faith to receive them.” 


Institutes for Go-pel Workers, for the instruc- 
tion of those desiring to take up Young Men’s Chris- 
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tian Association work, have been held recently in St. 
Johnsbury and Waterville, Vt., the former under the 
direction of the Rev. H. M. Parsons, of Boston. 
More than seventy similar institutes have been held 
in various places within this year. 

~The Lowell, Mass., Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation has held large out door meetings on the 
South Common on Sundays during the past season. 
At a temperance mass meeting in August about 
2,000 were present. Foreigners were a marked ele- 
ment in the attendance at the meetings. A boys’ 
Band of Hope has been organized, and a Reform 
Club was talked of. 


—The New York State Young Men’s Christian 
Associations will hold their annual convention at 
Newburg on September 23 and 24. Wm. E. Dodge, 
Jr., will pronounce the opening address, and the 
Newburg Association will give a social reception. 


—The Augusta, Ga., Young Men’s Christian Asso- 
ciation has been holding religious services at War- 
rentown, Ga., where it proposes to establish a branch 
Association. 

—The Bible work of the Chicago Young Men’s 
Christiau Association, suspended during August, is 
resumed this month, Statistics of the July work 
are: Mothers’ meetings, 8; sewing-schools, 8; school 
prayer-meetings, 15; cottage prayer-meetings, 80; 
Bible visits, 215; gathered into Sanday-schools, 10; 
into prayer-meetings, 71; tracts and papers dis- 
tributed, 7,015. A Gaelic prayer-meeting is regu- 
larly held, 

—The I!linois Young Men’s Christian Associations 
have instituted a new spiritual canvass of the State 
under the lay preacher, K. A. Burnell. <A series of 
two-days’ Union meetings is to be held during Sep- 
tember, under the direction of Robert Weidensall 
and Isaac R. Diller. 


—On a recent Sunday evening, Joseph Weatherley, 
of London, one of Mr. Moody’s co-laborers, gave to a 
crowded audience at the Montreal Young Men’s 
Christian Association Hall a graphic account of the 
recent work in London. 


—Mr. Moody said, on leaving Liverpool, that on 
his return he hoped to find a Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association in every town and hamlet of Eng- 
land. 


At the recent monthly meeting of the New York 
City Mission and Tract Society these facts appeared : 
City missionaries constantly employed, 30; visits for 
the month, 6,853; tracts and papers distributed, 
21646; temperance pledges obtained, 36; children 
brought into Sunday-schools, 37; Bibles and Testa- 
ments given away, 26; families aided with money, 
256 (exclusive of meals, lodging, etc., to the home- 
less) ; receipts, $1,665 52; expenditures, $3,174.08; in- 
debteduess at date $10 331, 


The attendance at the National Temperance 
Camp-meeting at Old Orchard Beach, Maine, reached 
10,000 on Sunday, August 2°), 

—The “crusaders” of Bangor, Maine, hold a prayer- 
meeting on Wednesday afternoons and a public meet- 
ing on lriday evenings. Large meetings are held by 
the Reform Club at the City Hall on Sunday after- 
noons, at which many pledge signatures are obtained. 

—The New York Sabbath Committee’s report for 
1873-5, gives, according to The Working Church, “a 
hopeful review of events affecting the observance of 
the Day of Rest.” The efforts of the Committee in 
resisting the attempt of the liquor dealers to get the 
sta'ute forbidding the sale of wine and beer on the 
Sabbath repealed, have formed perhaps its most strik- 
ing service thus far. 


Messrs, Moody and Sankey are still resting from 
their English labors before opening their autumn 
work. This fragment from the correspondence of The 
Christian Wor/d, written while the “Spain” was stopping 
at Queenstown, gives a lifelike impression of the evan- 
gelists in their personal life: “As our steamer 
moved ofl, and the last faint shouts of farewell died 
on our ears, and the tender was left behind, Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey stood, with their waving bandker- 
chiefs, bidding a final adieu to the loving friends, 
many of whom had traveled long distances to see the 
last of the evangelists, Inu the evening we 
gathered round one of the tables for Bible reading 
and prayer. Mr, Moody is rapidly making friends 
with the sailors and all on board.” 


—The tone of the religious preas on the future 
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work of the evangelists is very well illustrated in the 
extract from The Christian Weekly published on page 
590 of this issue, The Working Church warns against 
“the mistake of relying on particular methods or 
men,” and on the other hand against captious criti- 
cism, using in the latter case these manly and Christian 
words: “ They will do some unwise things, they will 
say some which will seem out of taste to Christians of 
different education and temperament. But they are 
nevertheless worthy of brotherly encouragement and 
help. They deserve hearty and catholic recognition. 
They speak and sing for Christ, and not for them- 
selves. They proclaim with special earnestness and 
power the great central, saving truths of the gospel. 
And every Christian pastor should make their com- 


ing a time of special activity and devotion in his own 
parish.” 


The English religious press still glows—in narra- 
tives of fact and in comment—with the heat of ‘the 
great awakening.” Requests for praise and prayer 
are numerous and thrilling. Reports of religious 
meetings and “missions” are full and interesting. 
George Maller, the founder of the Ashley Union 
Orphan Homes near Bristol, although in his seventy- 
fiith year, has re-entered evangelistic work, still able 
to be heard in the largest building, as his addressing, 
on August 15, for instance, 3,000 people at Mildmay 
Hall, London, well shows. Dr. Cairns, in his ad- 
dress on the “ Christian Ministry,” which opened the 
present session of the United Presbyterian Theologi- 
cal Hall, took occasion to observe, according to 7h- 
Christian World, that “it was not going too far to say 
that, on the whole, this movement had brought spirit- 
ual religion to the front in a way without example in 
our times; had not on'y carried the seeds of saving 
truth into many hearts before without interest in it, 
but quickened and intensified the confidence of the 
living Church, in all its sections, in the power of the 
gospel and the efficacy of prayer. His own convic- 
tion of the soundness and solidity of the movement 
had only been deepened by growing experience, and 
he blessed God that many of their ministers, preach- 
ers, and students had taken an earnest and effectual 
share in it.” Special work is being vigorously pushed 
at London, Liverpool, Edinburgh, and Glasgow. The 
London meetings have very much diminished in size, 
but do not lack power from on high. 


MISSIONS. 
HE Japanese Government has abolished torture 


as a means of extorting evidence, and of punish- 
ment. 


—From Jan, 1 the Egyptian Government will 
adopt the metric system, and will compel its uni- 
versal use after Jan. 1, 1878. 

—The Roman Catholics show by latest statisties, 
twenty-five bishops, 1,735 priests, 1,476,186 converte, 
1,134 schools, and 48,014 pupils in India. 

—Since the compulsory bonfire of Bibles and relig- 
ious books at Osiout, Upper Ezypt, in 1867, 16,731 
Bibles and religious and educationa! works have been 
sold in that territory. 


—The Rey. 8. R. Butler and Miss Brodie, laborers 
among the Esquimaux of Labrador, earnestly appeal 
for additional helpers—a lady, if not a gentleman, 
“or, better still, a gentleman and his wife.” 


—The Protestant Episcopal Bishops of the United 
States are to meet at Grace Church, New York City, 
on Oct, 28th, to elect missionary bishops for Africa, 
and to receive the report of the Mexican Commission. 


—The committee to correspond concerning a gen- 
eral conference of Protestant missionaries in Caina 
in 1876 reports unfavorably, on account of the great 
distances to be travelled, and the difficulty of making 
the conference of much help to native preachers 
owing to diversity of dialect, 

—Dr. Bliss writes that the Turkish Government 
has at last granted the long-delayed permission to 
print the Turkish Bible in Arabic, “and also the in- 
sertion upon the title-page of a statement to the effect 
that this authorization has been given, so that nobody 
can stop its sale in the empire.” 


—Jacob Hishmek, on behalf of the Friends, sold 
recently within sixty days, 5,036 copies of Russian, 
Bulgarian, Greek, Armenian, and Arabic tracts at 
Jerusalem, The Coptic pilgrims, who last year would 
not take one, have freely bought copies of the Sermou 
on the Mount, of the twenty-fifth chapter of Mat- 
thew, ete, 
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H' \OFS AND CLAWS. By Sidney Dyer, a..1.— 
1 The author of this little book, published by The 
American Baptist Publication Society, does not be- 
lieve in giving stories of fiction to children when 
there are thousands of available facts far better 
adapted to awaken and hold their attention. The 
sublime realities of Mrs. Judson’s missionary work ; 
the actual heroic conflicts of the Christian martyrs, 
or brave hunters and travelers, ought to excite as 
much interest in a child as anything in theimaginary 
dragon-way can do. The world is full of the marvel- 
ous works of God, and so crowded with daily inci- 
dents and startling life scenes that it is quite unneces- 
sary to invent anything. With these views, the au- 
thor has written a very good story about natural his- 
tory subjects, though the title is hardly likely to in- 
dicate anything of the kind. His method is narration, 
and a moral is brought about in the old fashion way 
by showing the success of the good people in the book. 
There is a learned professor who gathers a group 
around him in the long winter evenings and tells of 
the wonders of creation ; there are three or four good, 
hearty boys and girls, just such as every one likes to 
know, who are eager to understand and acquire the 
professor's information; there is a very sensible 
mother, and another who is her opposite. As it is a 
well established truth that all departments of natural 
history possess peculiar charms for the young, bouks 
of this kind, if they are written in an attractive man- 
ner, will not lack readers. We believe that, as a rule, 
good books of fact are to be preferred to books of fic- 
tion for children, To prepare such a book is, how- 
ever, no simple task. The author has no need of at- 
tempting to write down to a child, but he must be the 
master of a clear, simple style. He must not make 
his dialogue Socratic, nor like a newspaper reporter’s. 
And should he wish to be more than ordinarily suc- 
cessful, he must exercise his ingenuity and devise 
another method than that of mere dry narration by 
which to entertain his readers. Children desire 
something more than a catalogue of facts when they 
are receiving information. They want a vivid picture, 
a panorama filled with action that may move before 
them like life. 


Webster's Dictionary. New edition.—Boswell’s gruff 
old hero entertained the notion that every person of 
any erudition had, as a matter of course, acquired 
such learning from Dr. Johnson’s Dictionary. .At 
the present day, and especially in this country, per- 
haps even as much as the father of lexiconists 
claimed for himself may be conceded to Noah Web- 
ster. For it is not too much to say, that the majority 
of young men and women which our schools and 
colleges are turning out every year, owe much of 
their culture to Webster’s Dictionary. While the 
linguists are mooting the question of uniting the 
nation by phonetic spelling, Webster’s Dictionary 
holds its own as the national standard, In our Goy- 
ernment oflices, in most of the public schools, and 
school text-books of the country, and by the greater 
number of writers, public speakers, and scholars, it 
is the recognized authority. 


The Complete Arithmetic.—By Daniel W. Fish, 

A.M.—This is an arithmetic worthy the examination 
of school teachers, for, as its title advertises, it is 
complete as a text-book. Usually, the subject is 
treated in such a way as to form the contents of three 
or more graded books, the oral exercises being placed 
in a separate volume. In the present treatise, how- 
ever, the whole subject is presented in all its differ- 
ent grades; and the oral, or mental, arithmetic has 
been inserted where it logically and properly belongs, 
either as introductory to the enunciation of principles 
or to the statement of practical rules. The typo- 
graphical arrangement of the book and general taste- 
fulness of its mechanical execution is also good. 
The Sunday at Home for September contains, as 
usual, a goodly number of readable articles, In his 
series of papers under the title of “ Jewish Life in 
the Time of Our Lord,” the Rev. Dr. Edersheim 
writes, this month, entertainingly and instructively 
concerning Commerce among the Jews. An article on 
“ Russian Churches” is also interesting, as well as 
cne on the late Dr. Thomas Guthrie. 

Teachers of 


in Sunday-schools the Lutheran 
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Church are to have even better helps in their de- 
nominational work than hitherto in The Augsburg 
Teacher, with its strong editorial force under the di- 
rection of the Lutheran Board of Publication, Dr. 
F. W. Conrad is editor-in-chief of the magazine, 
Prof. H. Louis Baugher is managing editor and edi- 
tor of the Lesson Leaves and Notes, Prof. E. 8. Brei- 
denbaugh has charge of the Primary Department, 
Mr. Arthur King furnishes the Biackboard Illustra- 
tion, Rev. S. B Barnitz supplies Gleanings, and Mr. 
R. B. Kinsell answers questions addressed to the 
Augsburg Oracle. 


PUBLICATIONS RECELVED. 


| All books received will be promptly noticed under this head, and 
Puch notice considered an equiva ent for their value. ‘Lhe interest, 
of our readers will guide us iu making further notice. } 


A Collection of Algebraic Problems, Designed for Schools, Aca- 
demies and Coileges. By Joseph Fickiin, Ph.D. New York 
and Chi. aso: Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor & Co. 

First Book In Arithmetic, including Oral and Written Exercises, 
By Daniel W Fish, A.M. New York and Chicago: Ivison, 
Blakeman,. Taylor & \o. 

Hoofs and C'aws, or. Mrs. Burton's Policy. 
A.M. Phi.adelphia: The 
Society. 

Journal of the Proceedings of Third General Ccuncil of the Re- 
formed Episcopal Church, heid in Chic.go, May 18, 1875, 
Philade!phia: James A. Moore 

The Complete Arithme'ic, Oral and Written. 
Fish, A.M. 
Taylor & Co. 

The Railroad Scenery of Pennsylvania; an illustrated Handbook 
for Tourists) Philadelphia: J B Lippincott & Co 

The Sund. y At Home. September, 1875. London: The Religious 
Tract Suciety. 

Webster’s Dictionary. Unabridged. Spriogfield, Mass: G. & C. 
Merriam. 


WORTH REPEATING, 


By Sidney Dyer, 
American Baptist Publication 


By Daniel W. 
New York and Chicago: Ivisou, Blakeman, 
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AT NIGHT. 
L. G. Warner in The Christiun Union. 


\ ] HAT does it mean far up in the trees, 
When all the world is still, 
And there’s hardly the faintest breath of breeze, 
And the flowers nod low by the rill, — 
‘* Weet,—tweet ’? 


The leaves are too sleepy to whisper a word, 
And hushed is the pine’s sad song, 
The stars are so far they can never be heari, 
Though awake the whole night long, 
‘** Weet,—t weet.”’ 


There must be a cradle up in the trees, 
Warm and downy and deep, 
Softly rocked by the loving breeze 
Before it fell asleep,-— 
‘* W eet,—tweet.”’ 


And the mother,—does mother-love ever rest, 
Be the cradle in cottage or tree ?— 
Feels a start of fear "neath her brooding breast, 
And tenderly whispers she, 
‘* Weet,—t weet.’ 


Or a little baby-bird dreams, perhaps, 
Some wonderful dream of wings 
Which mother must know, so twixt his naps 
He sleepily, softly sings 
‘* Weet,—tweet.” 


What does it mean? ah, they must know 
In the silent cottage-nest, 
For listen! tenderly, soft, and low, 
In midnight slumbers at rest, 
** Sleep,—sweet.”’ 


INQUIRING AND DOUBTING. 
Prot, S. C. Bartlett, in Zhe Advance, | 


HERE is a possibility that undue concessions to 
unbelief, like excessive sympathy for certain evil- 
doers, may become characteristic of our time. Many 
seem almost to commend doubting as a virtue, and 
some very respectable persons have written as though 
no man could be properly grounded in Christian 
truth till aft)r he has passed through the agonies of 
partial or complete skepticism. It is sometimes as- 
serted or implied that only weak minds are left in un- 
shaken religious confidence. 

This notion is highly comforting, as well as flatter- 
ing, to its inventors. But, unfortunately, it will not 
abide the ordeal of common sense, historic fact, nor 
Scripture principles. It belongs to the moral philo- 
sophy of Liliput. Strong men, in every sphere, are 
precisely the men that are not vacillating. They 
firmly believe what they believe; they know well 
what they know ; and they hoid it fast while they in- 
quire into what they do not know. In such a state 
of mind investigation is a healthy excitement and 
not a painful trial. 

There is an immense chasm between doubting and 
inquiring. A strong, healthy mind inquires; a weak 
mind doubts. The one firmly clings to its founda- 
tions and reaches forth; the other feebly lets go of 
everything and flounders helplessly. Part of its very 
weakness is the conceit with which it rejects all other 
wisdom. Men do not begin the study of astronomy 
by disputing all that Galileo, Kepler, the Herschels 
and their successors have settled. 

Not only is it characteristic of strong men to plant 
a firm foot, and hold their position tenaciously, it 
marks the wise man to walk on these firm, solid 
places, and net go plunging into moral or spiritual 
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morasses, There is no call for it, No matter what 
may be a man’s mental position, provided only that 
he is within the region where Christianity is known, 
there are abundant clear principles, unmistakable 
facts, and, especially, duties that are beyond al! ques- 
tion. The man who will use the light he bas will 
never lack the light that he needs. So taught the Sa- 
viour in reference to doing his Father’s will. Relig- 
ious truth was given primarily for practice. He who 
will not practise it, need not complain that he cannot 
find it. Some men admit, and ether men well know, 
that to obey is no part of their intention. If there is 
honest skepticism, there is also dogged unbelief. 

Nor is it historically true that the most robust and 
effective Christian lives have been trained up through 
seasons of doubting, habitual or occasional, Quite 
the contrary. The strong men of the Church have 
sometimes passed through great conflicts, but they 
have been chiefly of the passions and the will with 
known duty. And, having surrendered these, th-y 
have gone forward firmly and boldly. We believe 
the record of early and of modern Christianity, of 
public and of private life, will fully sustain this state- 
ment, And the truest type of manly piety would be 
that which listens to the Master’s call, surrenders 
once for all, and thenceforth “knows whom it has 
believed.” 

But it is remarkable how little the Scriptures con- 
cede to the supposed necessity of doubting, or to the 
doubters themselves. The Saviour steadily assumes 
that his claims are paramount, and the evidence com- 
meg He grants to man the right to reject him, or 

old him at bay, or to suspend obedience. He de- 
clares that the condemnation of men is that they 
“love darkness rather than light”; he says, “If ye 
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in your sins ”; 
and makes many equally positive and uncompromis- 
ing assertions. We may pity skepticism, and make 
special allowance for minds peculiarly educated, 
situated, or tempted ; but when we undertake to 
justify it in any degree, we part company with the 
Scriptures. 


Pe < e so ge  meye s 


—. 








HANS CHRISTIAN ANDERSEN. 
{Copenhagen (Aug, 11) telegram to The London News. | 


HE funeral of Hans Coristian Andersen took 
place at noon to-day. Long before that hour 
the precincts of the church were densely crowded. 
The coffin was placed at the front entrance of 
the choir, covered with wreaths. There were long 
rows on each side sent: from all parts, a palm 
branch and wreath from Odense, a laurel wreath 
from the Press Association of Berlin, with the in- 
scription: “Thou art not dead, though thine eyes 
are closed. In children’s hearts thou shalt live for- 
ever.” Up to the last moment other wreaths were 
added. A little after twelve the King, the Crown 
Prince, Prince John, and the whole staff arrived in 
full uniform, taking their places to the right of the 
choir in front of chairs reserved for the families of 
Collin and Melchoir, the late poet’s dearest friends. 
The ceremony commenced by a prelude on the 
organ and a psalm composed by the late poet, sung 
by the choir. Dean Rothe then stepped in front of 
the choir and delivered a touching funeral oration. 
Then Andersen’s well known m, “A Poet’s Last 
Song,” was sung. Bishop Engelstoft in a short 
speech broughta greetimg from Andersen’s native town. 
After this the students of the Vocal Association 
struck up a hymn specially composed, and the band 
played the funeral march composed by Hartmann for 
Thorwaldsen’s funeral. The coffia was borne out of 
the church by artists and students, who in large 
numbers followed with banners. The royal family 
and several other mourners now left, many taking as 
mementoes leaves fallen from the wreaths. 


CHRISTIANITY AND THE FAMILY. 
[Wm. M. Taylor, D.D., before The American Home Missionary 
Society.) 
be family is the centre of human society. We 

cannot look upon mankind as merely a multitude 
of units. None of us stands completely by himself, 
for each of us is born into a little society already ex- 
isting. As Maurice has said, “ our relation to father 
and mother is the primary fact of our existence,” so 
that “ we can contemplate no facts apart from that.’’ 
The family is the earliest school at which we are 
placed; it is, therefore, of the utmost consequence, 
that before other agencies are brought to bear upon 
children, their home education shall improve their 
minds, and incline them in the right direction. The 
lessons which we receive in the household; the ex- 
amples which are there set before us; above all, per- 
haps, the influences to which we are there subjected, 
and which our spirits take in almost as unconsciously 
as our lungs inhale the atmosphere by which we are 
surrounded, have more to do with our after careers as 
individuals, and with the future character of the com- 
munity to which we belong, than we can possibly es- 
timate. “ Home is the head of the river” ; and an in- 
fluence, whether blessed or pernicious, exerted there, 
will affect all its after course. Hence, the noble 
French woman was right, when in reply to the mon- 
arch’s question, ‘‘ What is needed to secure the pros- 
erity of France?” she said, “Good mothers” Now 
it is capable of the clearest proof, that Caristianity is 
the only thing that has given purity and loveliness to 
the household. Indeed, in its true ideal, the family 
may be said to have been virtually the creation of 
Christianity. The words of a living Eoglish theolo- 
gian on this point are not more dreadtul than true: 
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“« Familia, to the ear of a Roman, meant 
a multitude of idle, corrupt, and corrupt- 
ing slaves, kept in subjection by the cross 
and the ergastulwm, ready for every treach- 
ery, and reeking with every vice. It 
meant a despot who could kill his slaves 
when they were aged, and ex his 
children when they were born ; {; mbent 
matrons among whom virtue was rare 
divorces frequent, re-marriage easy, an 
who, from no motive stronger than that 
of vanity, would sacrifice the lives of 
their infants yet unborn; it meant chil- 
dren spectators from their infancy of in- 
solence, cruelty, eervility, and sin.” Now 
the Lord Jesus by his teachings revolu- 
tionized all this, He gave sanctity to 
the marriage tie, by re enacting the pri- 
mal law, that one man should be the hus- 
band of one wife. He restored woman to 
her true sphere as the help-meet and 
companion of her husband, He took the 
little children in his arms and blessed 
them, and that touching scene in the 
gospel narrative is but a type of the work 
which he is doing still wheresoever his 
message of love is proclaimed, By his 
tender care for his venerable mother in 
the very crisis and climax of his own 
agony, e gave a sacredness to old age, 
which has gathered to it ever since the 
reverence, the affection, and the benevo- 
lence of men. The chivalry of medixval 
knighthood, and the gallantry of modern 
politeness, have alike their roots in the 
religion of Jesus, while for everything of 
“ sweetness and light,” of happiness and 
purity, that there is enshrined in the 
word “home,” we are beholden to the 
gospel. Not by any sudden and violent 
revolution was this change effected. Had 
that been the case, the world would 
to-day have been more conscious of its 
obligation to the Lord Jesus in this re- 
gard. But silently, gently, almost im- 
oma y ww A the influence of Christianity 

Itered into the family, and there, touch- 
ing national life at its centre, it quick- 
ened and ennobled society at large. 
“What women these Christians have !” 
said a paganorator. Let that expression 
be set over against the words of the 
French woman already quoted, and then 
you will see, that by giving dignity to 
womanhood, and holiness to motherhood, 
and purity to home, the religion of Jesus 
has elevated the whole tone and charac- 
ter of social life, 


“GET A COMPANION AND 
BEGIN.” 
[From The Christian Weekly } 


R. MOODY is a “lion,” a religious 
lion it is true, but a “lion.” He 
is just now, perhaps, the most famous 
man in Christendom; certainly no other 
has evoked so much comment and so 
much curiosity. We all want to see Mr. 
Moody; we all want to hear him speak 
and Mr, Sankey sing. We all have a 
national pride in them as Americans, 
and in their methods as American meth- 
ods, And the moment these modern 
evangelists make their appearance in 
ublic we shall all rush to hear them. 
hat for? To learn our own duty? To 
get clearer ideas of what we owe to our- 
selves, to our fellow-men, to our God? 
To get a new incentive to godly living? 
Let us be honest with ourselves. This is 
not our motive. We want to see and 
hear the men that filled the largest halls 
and theatres of London, frightened Eton 
out of its wits, and were made the theme 
of a Parliamentary debate. We want to 
see and hear them for much the same 
reason that we want to hear the American 
prima-donna when she comes back with 
the endorsements of Paris, Berlin, and 
London. 

Doubtless we also want a revival of re- 
ligion. But what kiod of a revival of re- 
ligion? Let us answer that question 
honeatly, too. Should we be quite con- 
tent if Mr. Moody went back to his mis- 
sion work in Chicago and Mr. Sankey 
shut up his melodeon, and there were no 
itinerant apostolate? Should we have 
all we desire or pray for, if in every town, 
every village, every hamlet, responsive 
to the ordinary preaching of the gospel, 
men came in twos and threes to inquire 
the way of salvation? Or, do we want 
the great tabernacle, the crowd, the street 
stands, the newspaper fame ; the stir, the 
tumult, and excitement of a series of 
religious mass meetings? There is a very 
simple test by which to determine this 
question, Mr, Moody has told us how 
much he relies on house to house visita- 
tion. We know how this method was 
employed in Great Britain wherever he 
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went. If it is a revival you want, begin 
such a visitation in your own village. 
Do not wait for an evangelist, or a com- 
mittee, or church action. Get a com- 

anion and begin. No? Why not? Ah, 
is it not Mr, Moody, and not Christ, that 
you are praying for? . _—_ he 
shall judge it wisest and best to keep 
silence till the passion of curiosity has 
passed, and a passion of prayer has been 
aroused, if to the popular outcry for 
Moody he answers with silence till it is 
changed to an outcry for Christ, we are 
not sure that he will not do the best 
thing for the churches and the com- 
munity, and by his self-restraint exhibit 
gremes qualities even than those which 

e has exhibited by his work. 

Meanwhile we shall all do well to ask 
ourselves whether our trust is in man or 
in God, in Moody or in Christ, and 
whether we are only ambitious to have 
our share of the big meetings, or whether 
we are sincerely, simply, and humbly 
praying for a new spiritual life. 


PRESIDENT FINNEY. 
|The Rev. Robert Aikman in The Independent. } 
© one who heard Mr, Finney 
preach when he was in the fullness 
of his pulpit power can ever forget him. 
Among my own most vivid early recol- 
lections are those of his appearance and 
manner as he s in the presence of 
the great throngs that came to hear him 
in the old Broadway Tabernacle and the 
still older Chatham-street Chapel. 

He was a very striking figure in the 
pulpit. About six feet in height, erect 
and long-armed, with a lofty forehead 
and a large gray eye, whose gaze seemed 
now to sweep over a whole audience and 
then to pierce into the secret soul of some 
individual before him; his voice, not 
deep, but so clear that it reached into 
every corner of those large audience- 
rooms, and at times pitched in tones of 
awful solemnity; his manner entirely 
his own and utterly unaffected, but such 
as arrested and compelled attention—all 
these external qualities combined to 
make him a man of peculiar power in 
the pulpit, Then his imagination, always 
at work and sometimes as lurid as 
Dante’s ; his power of Saxon language ; 
his absolute contempt of all mere elegan- 
cies of speech; his lucid and relentless 
logic; and a certain dauntless disregard 
for all human opinion, or, more correctly 
speaking, an ever-pervasive feeling that 
he was not accountable to man for what 
he said—these also combined to make 
him the preacher that he was. 

And there was also eee. element of 

reat power ors y Mr. Finney. 
Like Paul and Luther, he was a man of 
intense spiritual experiences. He had 
been plunged into the depths of convic- 
tions of sin and uplifted to the heights of 
the holy joys of torgiveness. It was to 
be expected that God would give just 
such experiences to one who was to be 
such a mighty instrument to awaken his 
fellow-men to a sense of sin and danger, 
to show them the wrath to come and their 
need of the blood of the Lamb of God. 
Every word he spoke, every image he 
employed, all his awful denunciations of 
divine anger against sinners, came from 
the depths of his own experiences, 

He had himself trembled over the 
brink of hell; in his inmost soul he be- 
lieved that he himself deserved its eter- 
nal doom; and thus knowing the terrors 
of the Lord, he persuaded men, 

I well remember a scene in the old 
Tabernacle. Mr. Finney was preaching 
on the desert of sin and the certainty of 
its future punishment, and he closed by 
giving an awful picture of those eternal 
terrors into which the lost soul would 
sink down. It was so awful that the 
nerves of his hearers crept with horror, 
and several persons, unable to endure it, 
arose with looks of anguish to leave the 
house. Finney paused a moment, turned 
his great gray eyes upon them, and said : 
“And so fearful are these things that 
even their faint description cannot be 
endured.” 

His enunciation of certain words had 
a tone of peculiar solemnity. It is said 
that few men can utter “Oh!” with ef- 
fect. Finney made that monosyllable a 
real power of speech. The way in which, 
after some clear and clinching argument 
upon God’s claim to love and obedience, 
he would utter the words “Oh, sinner!” 
or the single word “Shame!” had in it 
the power of a whole sermon. No man 
could mistake bis meaning. He teils 


the vender of intoxicating drinks that 
he “has the very spirit of hell,” and 





adds: “Shall a man who will sell rum 
or make whisky and deal out death and 
damnation to men and make them pay 
for it—shall he pretend to love God? 
For shame, thou hypocrite! thou wretch! 
thou enemy of God and man! thou wolf 
in the clothing of a sheep! Lay aside 
your mask and write your name Satan on 
your sign-board.” Preaching on stew- 
ardship, he said: “ You have no right to 
goto hell. God hasa right to your soul. 
Your going to hell would injure the 
whole universe. It would injure hell, 
because it would increase its torments; 
it would injure Heaven, because it would 
wrong it out of your services. Who 
shall take the harp in your place in 
singing praises to God? Who shall 
contribute your share to the happiness 
of Heaven?” Indeed, for clearness of 
statement, for directness and plainness 
of language, for illustrations which are 
equally familiar, forcible, and illumi- 
nating, Mr. Finney’s sermons are worthy 
of the study even of those who may not 
believe the truths which held him so 
firmly in the grasp of their infinite im- 
port. 

In marvelous dramatic power he was 
at times the peer of Whitefield. Those 
who heard him frequently will recall 
many illustrations of this. One of these 
was related to me by the late Dr. Beman, 
of Troy. Finney was pos a series 
of sermons in the old First Church. 
There was a mighty work of grace under 
his labors, the preacher was in the fullest 
sympathy with the work, and he was 
then in the flush of his great powers. In 
the course of one of his sermons he was 
endeavoring to magnify the redemptive 
work of Christ by comparing with it his 
material creative work, and he described 
the Almighty as launching his newly- 
created worlds out upon their vast orbits. 
The pulpit of the church was quite 
narrow and the platform wide, so that 
the preacher was free to move and had 
full sweep for his !ong arms. Beman sat 
onachair behind him, and as Finney 
swept a world out into space, himself 
moving round with it, Beman suddenly 
dodged back. When they were in the 
study, after the service, Mr. Finney said 
to the Doctor, “‘ What made you dodge 
so when I was preaching?” “ Why, said” 
Dr. Beman, “I really thought, Brother 
Finney, that one of your worlds was 
going to hit me.” 

I met Mr. Finney in personal inter- 
course but once in my life. Being in the 
vicinity of Oberlin, toward the close of 
the week, I determined to spend the Sab- 
bath there. He was then President of 
the Institution, but in advanced years 
and in feeble health. He sat in the pul- 
pit, but did not preach. After the ser- 
vice I was introduced to him, and never 
were my impressions of any man more 
suddenly changed. I had associated him 
mainly with his fearful sermons. A\l- 
though in intervening years I had read 
many of his gentler writings and knew 
through them something of the great 
peace in which he abode, yet the impres- 
sion of his preaching and the glare of his 
eye was still prevalent upon me. But 
his grasp was so warm and his smile so 

leasant that I was won at once. Learn- 
ing that I was at the hotel, he said: 
“Don’t go to a hotel again when I have 
a house here.” I passed the Sabbath 
afternoon and took tea with him, and it 
was a most delightful occasion. There 
was no trace of the old warrior at all. 
His manner was buoyant as a child, full 
of animation, and breaking into genial 
laughter. He spoke of Dr. Beman with 
great interest—learning that I had been 
associated with him for awhile in my 
early ministry—and of many other of his 
Eastern friends, of his own spiritual life 
and joy, and of the old revival seasons. 
All was as devout as it was delightful. 
Not a word which a happy saint might 
not have spoken just as he was about to 
pass into the Ejernal Presence. I have 
never seen him since; but feel grateful 
that I was privileged to have this one 
interview with him. 

He was a mighty man in his day, a holy 
man of God, transparent in motive and 
life, unselfish all through, loving to the 
souls of men when he seemed most severe, 
and utterly loyal to Christ. Few men 
have entered into sweeter experiences of 
the divine life, and fewer still have had 
such greetings as must have met him 
when he entered in through the gates 
into the City—into that Gity whither 
had preceded him so many of his own 
spiritual children, with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads, 
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SUMNER BOARDING. 


CEDAR COTTAGE, 


ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 


On Pennsylvania Avenue, between Atlantic and 
Pacific Avenue. 
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33 tf 
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ELMIRA FEMALE COLLEGE. 
UNDER CARE OF THE SYNOD OF GENEVA. 
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blair Presbylérial Academy, 


BLAIRSTOWN, N, J., 
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344 H. D. Gregory, Ph. D., Principal. 
RITTENDEN’S 
NEW BUSINESS COLLEGE, 
1324 Chestnut Street, corner of Juniper. 
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Instruction Thorough and Systematic. 
Pupils fitted for College or for Business. 
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Richmond, Mass. 
The school year opens Wednesdav, September 
15th. For Circulars apply to JARED REID, 2. 


Principal. 
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Treatment of Stammering and all other Defects 
of Speech at 
1224 Chestnut St. by M. F. EATON, 


Professor in National School of Elocution and 
Oratory, 1418 Chetnut Streets, Phila. 17-10-52t. 


APLEWOOD INSTITUTE, FOR BOTH 
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“Friends.” JOS. SHORIL!DGR, AM., Concord- 
ville, Pa. 34-13 


AMESBURG (N.J.) INSTITUTE. A Christian 
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a A.COPP & CO. 
Successors to MRS. GEO. COPP 
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2010 Fairmount Av. | Furtishing Undertaker 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


HEN YOU WANT BOOKS send to G. E. 
STEVENS & CO., Cincinnati, O. Ask prices. 
Any book sent on receipt of price. 2-18 


$15.00 SHOT GUN. 


A double barrel gun, bar or front action locks ; 
warranted genuine twist barrels, and a 
shooter. or no sale; with Flask, Pouch and Wad- 
cutter, for $15. Can be sent C. O. D. with privi- 
lege to examine he ere bill. Send stamp 
for circular to LL & SON, 238 a 
Street, Cincinnati, onion 36- 

Parties wanting in- 


GEORGIA & FLORIDA. eeiiee ab 2°Rs 


Georgia or Fiorida, should subse 

MORNING News. published at ate Georgia. 

Daily, $10; Weekly, $2 per annum. Advertisers 

desiring customers in these States, should use its 

columns It is the best paper in the Southeast. 

Specimen —— sent on rece!pt of five cents. 
Address, J. H ESTILL, Savannah, Ga. 36-4 


NEWSPAPER 
ADVERTISING 


NINETY-NINTH EDITION. 


Containing a complete list of all the towns in the 
United States, the Territories and the Dominion 
of Canada, having a population greater than 5,000 
according to the last census, together with the 
names of the newspapers having the largest local 
circulation in each of the places named. Also, a 
catalogue of newspapers which are reco ymmended 
to advertisers as giving greatest value in propor 
tion to prices charged. Also, all newspapers in 
the United States and Canada printing uver 5,000 
copies each issue. Also, all Religious, Agricul 
tural, Scientific and Mechanical, Medical, Ma- 
sonic, Juvenile, Educational, Commercial, Insur- 
ance, Real Estate, Law, Sporting, Musical, Fash- 
ion, and other special class journals; very com- 
plete lists. Together with a complete list of over 
300 German papers printed in the United States. 
Also, an essay upon advertising; many tables of 
rates, showing the eost ot advertising in various 
newspapers, and everything which a beginner in 
advertising would like to know. Address 
GEO. P. BOWELL & CO., 


41 Park Bow, New York 

















THE TRAVELERS 


INSURANCE COMPANY. of Hartford. Conn , has 
written 22,40 Life Policies, and 380000 General 
Accident Pol cles, It has paid upwards of Two 
MILLION DeoLLaRs in benefits to accident policy 
holders, It sells both 


LIFE & ACCIDENT 


Ipeurance, of the Best Quality on the Best Terms 
It has cash sesets of $5 500000 and asurplus to 
policy boiders of over $1.000,00l0. Its premiums 
are low, its contract definite, and its security 
equal to any other 


INSURANCE CO. 


JAS. G. BATT FRSON, President. 
RODNEV DENNIN, Secretary. 
JOHN E. MORRIN, Ass’t Sec’y. 


ae Apply to any Agent, or write to the Company 
at Hartford, Connecticut. 31-4eow 
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Fire Insurance Company, 
Philadelphia. 
INCORPORATED 1825. 
Oapttal, $400,000.00, Assets, $1.572,139.92. 


JOHN DEVEREUX, Presidem 
WM. @. CROWELL. Secretary. 17-7-52 





THE 


CHARTER OAK 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, 


OF HARTFORD, CONN. 


ASSETS, or Ist, 1875,. $13,266 ,440.68 

SURPLUS, é 1,292,543.41 
In urance effected on all the desirable plans, 
e:m imoeurance under the plan of 


Deposit Insurance 


a special feature in this compwy._ Send fer cir- 
culars and pamphiets issued by company. 


JAS. C. WALKLEY, Pres. 
8. H, Wurrr, Vice- Pres. and Treas, 
HALSEY STEVENS, Sec’y. 


Wa. L Squire, Asst Secy. L. W. MRECH, Actuary, 
H-Leow 


AMERICAN 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Southeast Corner of Fourth and Walnut Streets 


Established 1860. 
Asse, January 1, 1875, 44,793,444.53. 
TRUSTEES. 
Philip B. Mingle, 
Hon, Alex. G, Cattell 
Isaac Hazlehurst, 
Ja: «es L. Claghorn, 


George W. Hill, 
Alexander Whilidin, 
George Nugent, 
Hon James Pollock, 
W. J. Howard, Henry K. Bennett. 
Albert ©. Roberts, L. M. Whilldip, 
John Wanamaker. 
&m Charter Perpetual “GB 
GEORGE W. HILL, President 


JOHN 8, WILSON, Secretary. 
JOHN ©. SIMR, Aceerr. 


con FECTI ONERY. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS, 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL CHILDREN, 
THE READERS OF THE TIMES 
Should Patronize the Popular 


Dining and Ice Cream Rooms 
OF G. BYRON MORSE, 


912 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 


17-86-52 


2 EAS. 


OUBRLE YOUR TRADE!  Druggists, 
I Giodvers, and Dealers—Pure China and Jupan 
7eas, in seared packages, sc ew-t-p coax, dD xXes, or 
half chests— Grow rs’ prices. Send tor circular, 
THe WELLS tea ComPany, 201 Fulionst, N Y,., 
P.O. Box 4 60. 34-6 


CHURCH ORGANS: 


E.& G. G. HOOK & HASTINGS, 
BOSTON, MASS. 
PIPE ORGANS, 


Of all siz s, for Churches, Chapels, Halls and 
Pariors, 

Au assortment of 8: conp HAND ORcaNs for sale 
very Gre, WATER Mu TERS & ppited, 

bescriptive Circulars aud Specifications with 
information on all subjects Connectsid with our 
ait, cheerfully furni-hea, 


A Beautiful Set of Gum Teeth $15, war- 
re uted equal lo an maser solid gold fill- 
ings, $8 ; silver fillings, $1. Yor 





GA™ ES, ETC. 


BIBLE-STORY GAME. 


LANDI® BIBLE-STORY GAME its pla: ed in an 
entirely uw we Very spirited throughout 
Kasy to l arn, The cards contain forty eignt 
ful) pages of the mort int-resting Bible stork s. 
The chiidren arse fascinated with them. 

SUNDsY-SCHOUOL TEACHERS, your 
classes will know more abwt Bible History 
alter baviog these cards a wee« than you can 
flud time to teach them in 4 year. 

MOTHESS, these cards are just what you 
want to read tothe chiidren Amu ement and 
instruc:ion blended in a rare degree. 

Price 75 cents.. Address the publisher and 
receive the game by return mali, post paid. 


R. R. LANDIS, 


Publisher, 
Post Office Box 544, Chicago, lil. 
&#@ Write for this before you lose the address. 


BUNDAY-SCHOOL APPLIANCES. 


b..——— «© — 
re ee se 
0: -——+ 0. ——. 0 
ow —— © — 


io —— © ——_ 300 


TEN KINDS OF 
TEACHERS’ 


International Periodicals. 


FORTY KINDS OF 


SOHOLARS LESSON PAPERS 


On the International Lessons, and 


CHILDREN’S ILLUSTRATED PAPERS. 


TITREE HUNDRED 


New Library Books. 


AT THE 


Sunday-School Book and Paper Store, 
40 Winter Street, Boston, 


Fpecial rates — & variety of teachers’ papers 
is subscribed for. 


Subscr pticns are taken hcre for the 


Sunday-School World. 
Sunday-School Times. 
National S. S. Teacher. 


International Lesson Monthly. 
Illustrated Bible Studies. 
Illustrated Christian Weekly. 


S. S. Teachers’ Journal. 
Baptist Teacher. 
Working Church. 
Blackboard Outlines. 
Berean Leaf Cluster. 

Bypta ther information, special prices for Clubs, 


Catalogues of Books, Lists of Concert Exercises, 
«te,, Apply to 


EBEN SHUTE, 
40 Winter Sect, Boston. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
5 t 10 per day at home. Samp’es worth $1 
0 fiee. STINSON & Co., Port.and, Maine. 
NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 


ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 


1418 Ch stout Srnet. Philadelphia, Pa, J. W 
SHOERMaKER, AM, Principal. Fall Term will 
open Ovtuber 4 Private Instruction. Send for 
Catalogue aud Prospectus 37-2 


1] AWEEK to Maleand Female Aver tsin their 
locality Corsets NOTHING to tury it. Pari 
cuwais FREE. P.O, Vickery & Co,, Augusta Me 


7-26 
1? aday athome. Agents wanted. Outfit and 
terus free, TRUE & CO., Augusta, maine. 
FOR SALE, 
ANDS FOR S*L& NEAR WALHALLA, 


South Carolina. Smal frac s and easy te is. 
Address, W.J. DU FPIE, Owner, Culumbia, o. C. 





Rooma, 
Wstablished 1851, Dr. MBADBR, 362 6th Avenue. 
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NEW PU en c ATIONS. 


NATIONAL! CHRISTIAN! 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PAPERS. 
CHRISTIAN BANNER foradul s. CHiuD aT Home. 
forchildren APPLES OF GoLo for infant classes, 
Pub’ ished for tre American Tract Society. by 
LOCKWULOD, BROOKS & CO., Boston, Mas. 
Send for circula and samples 36 2 


A NEW MUSICWL BRAY! 


ALL CAN LEARN TO SING. 

The mort Natural and E.«.y system of Music yet 
discovered ; learned in one-fourth the 
time of any other 
TEMPLE HARP. 

A New Music Book upon above system, for 
Choirs etc. 
CRYSTAL GEMS. 

For Sabbath--cheos, same system. Specimen 
pages mailed free. Teachers wanted a- Ageuts 
MILLERS’ BIBLE & PUBLISHING HOUSE, 

30 13) Nos. 102 & nos Sansom St., Philadelphia 


Chureh History Stories 


BY EMMA LESLIE. 


ILLUSTRATED. - iW2mo. - EACH $1.50. 


LAUCTIA. A Story cf Athens in the First 
Century. 


F's WIA; or, Loyal untothe End. A Tale of 


the Church in the Second Century. 


UADRATUS. A Tale of the World in the 
Church. 


YFSHA 


; A Tale of the Times of Mo- 
F hammed. 


These v olumes are written in grar hic style and 
wi b sustained interest They furni-h clear »nd 
unexaggerated pictues of the strugg:es and tri- 
umphbs:f the faith in those trying periods, an‘ 
are worth more than #n hundred «f the weak 
fictions which are pushed into Sunday-school 
Libraries —From Christian at Work. 


Address, NELSON & PHILLIPS, Publishers, 


805 BROADWAY, N. ¥. 


JUST PUBLISHED ! 


THE SHINING RIVER! 


A NEW SABBATH-SCHOOL SONG BOOK. 
BY H S. & W. O. PERKINS. 
PRICE 35 CENTS. - $30 PER HUNDRED. 


“Retin Thee,” “What Jesus may say,” * Wan- 
dering Child, * «What are these” “Watchman 
awake!” ae specimens of the titles of the beau- 
tiful new bymus, to sweet new melodies. 


BY L. 0. EMERSUN & W 8. TILDE -:. 
PRICE $1.00. - = $9.00 PER DOZEY, 
The “H gh Schor!l Choir” is s)milar in ge: eral 
design to tie very popular “ Hour of singing" 
which bas been almost univer-aliy uelin H gh 
Schoo s. The present werk isin ne way inf rior 
to its predecessor, and is eutirely fiesh and new. 


THE SONG MONARCH. 
PRICE 75 CTS. $7.50. PER DOZEN. 


By H. R. PALMER. AssISTED BY L.O EMERSON, 
Do not think of teaching a Singing School 
wi' bout using this attractive, popular and useful 


book. 
Specimen copies sent post-paid, for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO, CHAS. A. DITSUN & C0., 
Boston, (s2-tf) 711 Br’dway, 4. ¥. 


END YOUN ORDER 


FOR 





The selections for 
Clas practice are, te 
yond question su 
verior to those ge! er 
ally found in works 
of this kind. Ti ev 
rave been collated 
fom many sources 
a dmostof hemare 
he best pre ductious 
of favoii.e autho. s. 


Vineyard 
Of Song, 


contains a large 
amountofehsic and 
Valuable material 
iwailable for Cho- 
ruses, and it is be- 
lieved to be wi hout 
i rival for use at 
>nveuti ns ndMu- 
ical Institutes. 
Price, 75 cts. 

37.50 per doz. copies. 


DO NOT 


Make a Mistake. 


When selecting a 
Music B ok tor your 
Singing Cla-sor Mu- 
sical Convention, re- 
member that 


= Via 
Of Sone 


has been declared by 
Teachers and otbe > 
the Best Work estan! 
for Singing Classe: 
and Musical’ ouven 
tions. 


The Rudimenta 
or Evementary De 
partment, $8 col 
ceded to be unsu: 
passed : it 's Concis: 
and yet very thor 
ough aud cemp'ete 


BIGLOW & MALIN, 
P' BLISHERS, 
76 East Ninth St., New York. 
~1 Washington St., Chicago. 
344eow 


“eNODS “10 UTIVKANTA 


amt of 








“> eut by mail on | 
Retail 


September 11, 1875. 





N Ew PUBLICATIONS, 


IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT | 








A new book for Mey we ndid Singing Clas es, 
apa Church 


“THE CHOICE.” 


BY JAS McGR*NiMAN &C C. CaSE. 
THE BEST AND ONLY 


The Teachers’) _- . 74 
the Pupii-’ ‘ = H O I C k ! 
Everybody's ) -° 

Con ains 192 pages, embrarin’ E tinly New 
Si ging S-bo | Department; O igival anu Strik- 
ing Exercises and Etawpies; stirri: g Part Sougs 


ans Choru es; Besutifui Sv Los; Kuucing Ruunds 
aud Grmeful Glees 


E\ ERYTHING CHOICE. 
AN Wanting in most works ofthe kind. 
IMPORTANT 


fhe “Choke” contains a ‘arge 
ec. llection of Sta dard ‘ hurca 
] ‘lures 
PEAIURE Covygre, ations, aud 


fir use of Choirs and 
SIXTY by hos OF ANTHEMS, 
Price 75 cent: 40 per Cozen, Single Specimen 
Co yies Sout po. e pei »,: Dreveit tcf retai: price. 
PUBLISHED BY 


JOHN CMURCH & CO., 
87-52 « INCENNATI, O. 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST" 


HAS ALREADY BEEN ADOPTED 





BY ABOUT 


Y-DAY-SCHOOLS! 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


Commend¢s itself wherever used, avd promises to 
attain as great popularity as any uf our previous 
puolications. 


2.000 SUN 


“BRIGHTEST AND BEST” 


Is sold by Booksellers all over the United States- 
160 PAGES ; PRICE $30 PER (00 COPIES. 


Examine “ BRIGHTEST AND Best” before you buy 
a Lew song Louk for your Supday-ch_ ol. 


&@- “ent by mail, in paper cover.en receipt of 
twenty-five cents. Bvuard covers 35 ceuts. 
BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth St., New York. 
91l Washtugton St, Chicago. 37 tf 


MORNING HOURS IN PATMOS. 


A valuable devotional work by Kev. A. C. 
THOMPSON, of Boston. $1.25, 
FLOY LINDSLEY AND HER FRIENDS. 


By the popular author of “Summer in the Forest,’ 
is a grand book for young people. $1.25. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, New York. 
Philadelphia : 1408 Chestnut Street. HN THISSELL. 


UNDAY-SCHOO 


LIBRARIES. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED. 
Don't fail to include our Publications y 


1 


WARREN & WYMAN, 
25-26 744 Broadway. N. ¥. ~ 
for the fastest selling 


AGENTS WANTED tous ce puptisnest 


Sent for circul «rs aud our extra terms to Age ts. 
NALIONAL PUBLISHING CO., Phila, Pa 31-4 





O@KS exchanged. Furnish all new. Want 
old. Write. Neme this paper. a: Book 
bxchange, New York. 52 


TO ORGAN STUDENTS. 


eLARKE’y 
IMPROVED SCHOOL 


“4Rron ops 


The only work in which explanations are 
given of the nature and compass of the 
different Stops, and of the manner 
of combining them. 


HUCH A. CLARKE 





VERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 
AND 


Author of “Clarke's New Method for the Piano-Forte.” 
Just issued. Sent by mail, price $2.50. 


922 Chestnut Street, 
i Lee & Walker. °° eriieteinca 





PROFESSOR OF Music AND HARMONY IN THE UNI- 











